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PREFACE. 



Two members of* one of our long established Lon- 
don congregations, (Mr. W. Ford and Mr. F. Jones) 
grieved at the' late attendance of many of their fellow 
worshippers, regarding such negligence as an indication 
of declining piety, and too well aware that the evil was 
not confined to their own congregation or their own 
Communion only, became very desirous to awaken general 
attention to the subject. They felt assured that the 
majority of every congregation would listen favourably to 
any well directed appeal which might be addressed to 
them, and thought that'^uch ai> :^peal coming firom a 
distance, and written rather than !5lp§]ken, might be more 
effectual than any passing:'i^monstr£|thce from the pulpit. 
Some ministers they obsefvedj were disheartened by the 
failure of often repeated attempts to correct the evil of late 
attendance, and there was a fear that the silence of dis- 
couragement might be mistaken by late comers for the 
silence of content. In short, late attendance had become 
a habit, an inveterate and most injurious habit. Like all 
bad habits it acquired increasing force by continuance, 
and soothed into slumbering acquiescence those whom it 
did not infect or grievously disgust. Nor was this all. 
Sloth and irreverence were manifestly united, and to those 
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IV PREFACE. 

who disturbed the worship of others it became impossible 
to conduct their own worship aright. With persons of that 
class prayer lost its reality, praise was mockery, the ser- 
mon a mere fruitless entertainment or tedious infliction, 
and a state of mind gradually became established which it 
was difScult to distinguish from infidelity itself. It even 
became a question whether it was right to countenance the 
godlessness which pervaded so large a part of a congre- 
gation by continuing to be united with such a company, 
or whether the more devout might not rather, be justified in 
withdrawing from the place, and leaving the incongruous 
mass of droppers-in to melt away by the natural efiect of 
their own irreverence. This was a painfiil question. 
Attachment to their own church, which is not a local 
establishment but a world-wide institution — love to the 
cause of God and to the ministers of the gospel who, of 
all others, were most grieved — ^the consideration that he 
who would conquer must not retifeat — ^pity for the souls 
of the offenders, and sympathy with many fellow-wor- 
shippers not less offended than themselves, induced those 
gentlemen to attempt a remedy, not so much in the 
adjacent pews as in the mass of congregations throughout 
the country. 

They therefore agreed as a first measure, to offer 
twenty guineas for the best Essay on "Reverence for 
the Sanctuary." This offer they advertised, and in order 
to avoid any appearance of exclusiveness in regard to a 
subject which concerns all, and to carry their own views 
of Christian catholicity into practice, they requested three 
ministers to adjudicate. The Rev. Edward Auriol, M.A., 
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PREFACE. V 

Rector of St. Dunstan-in-the-West, as of the Church of 
England, the Rev. Dr. Rule, as a Wesleyan, and the 
Rev. Dr. Leifchild, as a Dissenter. Ninety Essays were 
sent for adjudication, and although, of course, the man- 
uscripts exhibited great diversity and widely differing 
degrees of merit, almost all of them gave internal evidence 
of earnestness in the writers ; many of whom were evidently 
actuated much less by the chance of a very moderate 
premium for the production, than by a desire to remedy 
the evil lamented by the donors. 

The adjudicators had no dijfficulty in selecting a few 
manuscripts of decided value, and on united consultation 
they soon became unanimous in awarding the preference to 
the one labelled " Ne vilefano,^^ which, on unsealing the 
accompanying letter, was found to be from the pen of Miss 
Henderson, daughter of the late revered Dr. Henderson, 
whose devotedness to the study and to the circulation of 
the Holy Scriptures had probably contributed to produce, 
in the heart of his child, an intelligent apprehension of 
what should give the beauty of holiness to the worship of 
Almighty God. The adjudicators, valuing the essentials 
of Christianity far beyond any accidental variety of dis- 
cipline, were much gratified to find evidences of superiority 
to all mere denominational attachment or prejudice in the 
spirit of the successfiil competitor. The reader cannot 
test the justice of their decision by comparing Miss 
Henderson's Essay with some othfers of perhaps equal 
merit in point of composition which came before them, 
but it is to be hoped that its comprehensive treatment of 
the subject will be found to justify their approbation. 
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Ifl PREFACE. 

Above all it is most earnestly to be deaired that the bless- 
ing of our Heavenly Father, of the God^ whom we all 
worship, of the Saviour in whom we all trust, of the 
Holy Spirit for. whose influence we all pray, may rest upon 
this book, and commend its argument to the heart of every 
one who reads it. 

W.H.R. 



July 5tA, 1858. 
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CHAPTER I. 



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 



There is extant at Valenciennes a manuscript, some 
four centuries old, in which are found two not uninter- 
esting miniature groups, the drawings of David Aubert. 
In the former of these is to be seen the Chancellor of the 
University of Paris, addressing himself from the pulpit 
to a throng of listeners, whose priggish attitude and fop- 
like demeanour mark them out as the curieux and the 
beaux esprits, the sceptical and the scolfRng, the worldly- 
wise and the worldly-minded, who have from time imme- 
morial abounded in the gay and giddy metropolis of 
France. In the second design, the artist has delineated 
a kindred subject, but with a widely different effect. 
The preacher, as most antiquarians incline to think, is 
again the " Doctor Christianissimus " himself, though 
at a time when he has retired for a brief sojourn amid the 
easier duties and lighter cares of his deanery at Bruges. 
The Flemish dresses and costly adornments of the audi- 
ence prove them to be the celebrities of the Burgundian 
court: but more noticeable than their quaint attire is 
their reverently devotional aspect. One or two, indeed, 
there are, who seem more listless than the rest, but they 
are the excepted few, while the earnestness of those 
around is evinced in rapt attention, hands uplift, and 
" looks commercing with the skies."* 

• See Note a Appendix. 
A 
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2 INTRODUCTOBY REMARKS. 

It is scarcely possible to gaze on these contrasted 
scenes without uttering the exclamation, " As in water 
face answereth to face, so the, heart of man to man," and 
*' there is no new thing under the sun ; yea, that which 
hath been is now." As of old, so still, there are church- 
goers who are not true worshippers. As of old, so still, 
those who are most earnest are most reverential. 

Let not our strain of remark be misapprehended. 
Once for all be it clearly laid down at the very outset, 
that we are no advocates for what is commonly termed 
" cant." That which is unsimple and unnatural, is always 
unbefitting ; — unbefitting, therefore, as well in our religious 
as in our other duties. All mannerism, be it of tone or 
of deportment, of gesture or of look, is in some sense 
allied to the irreverent. Affectation savours of self; and 
the uprisings of egotism are directly antagonistic to the 
sentiments of true veneration. The, artificial betrays a 
lack of spontaneity; and what is ungenuine is totally 
alien to the right temper of religious homage. " God is 
a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship Him 
in spirit and in truth." 

On the other hand, that reverence of heart, which 
cannot be assumed at will, is capable of being nurtured 
and promoted by reverence of conduct. The fact that our 
inward disposition determines the value or worthlessness 
of our outward acts is no reason why the outward act is 
to be regarded as altogether immaterial. The one may 
be the mere burr or husk, while the other alone is a 
precious kernel ; but the protective covering is essential 
mitil the fruit shall have reached its maturity. If the one 
is the casket, and the other the priceless gem, yet is the 
former a safe depository wherein to enshrine the latter 
amid the dangers incident to our earthly sojourn. The 
forgetfulness of our present imperfect state has led too 
many to theorize in specious and fair sounding terms on 
" Christian liberty " and the " self development of the 
spiritual life." True enough we grant their premises to 
be. but we deny the legitimateness of their sequence. 

To be free firom bondage does not involve liberation 
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mTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 



from all specific duty : to be bom from above does not 
prove thai the regenerate soul is to be left without culture 
and without discipline. It is a blessed privilege to be 
partakers of the freedom wherewith Christ sets His people 
free ; but a privilege no less blessed to be under a "law 
of liberty," a law whereby we shall be judged, a law 
which is to be the guide of our else erring footsteps, a law 
to which we should make our appeal on every point of 
duty. Undeniable it is that godly principles have a 
tendency to work themselves out, and evince themselves 
in acts and habits of piety ; but no less unquestionable 
that this our piTgriiu-state affords many an obstacle to 
impede their growth, and check their due manifestation. 
Liberty we have ; but that liberty must not be abused. 
Spiritual life will grow ; but if unwatched and untended, 
it may take a false bias and acquire untrue proportions. 
It is not an impossibility, perhaps, for a Christian to 
advance in his heavenward course, even when fit)m 
mistaken notions he absents' himself from the public 
means of grace ; but the probability is not great. A man 
whose soul is found thriving under such circumstances, 
would be about as great a phenomenon in the moral as 
the " flos aeris " in the natural world. Experience and 
observation abundantly testify that the words still hold 
good, " Those that be planted in the house of the tord 
shall flourish in the courts of our (A)d ; they shall still 
bring forth fruit in old age ; they shall be fat and 
flourishing, to show that the Lord is upright." 

Tenets such as those we have been opposing "will" — 
as has been said by a German writer in reference to that 
notion of every-day-Sabbatarianism which takes its stand 
on the same basis — "find no advocate in the truly ad- 
vanced Christian, but only in those who have been so 
absorbed in their imaginary as to lose sight of their reai 
selves. The flesh still exist in us as well as the spirit, 
and its strength is always so much the greater in propor- 
tion as we are unconscious of its existence. For flying, 
something more is required than simply to fancy we have 
wings : he who is aware that he has none, and pursues 
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4 INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

his journey humbly leaning on his staff, will have made 
the most progress in the end." These remarks of 
Hengstenberg are not inappropriate to our present theme. 
It may doubtless gratify the fancy to liken an elevated 
spiritual life to the career of the fdbled Huma of the 
East, which, up-borne on steadfast and unwavering pin- 
ions, disdains to set its foot on earthly soil ; but more 
accordant is it with truthfiilness to resemble the Chris- 
tian's present position to that of the caged songster from 
foreign climes, which warbles forth its notes of joy as it 
flies from perch to perch in the glad and genial sun-ray, 
safer far within the enclosure than if suffered to roam at 
large beneath our chill and changeful skies. So long as we 
continue to be sentient corporeal beings in a fallen world, 
we must not aflect an angelic superiority to things 
sensible and tangible. The religion of Christ sets us free 
from the dominion of the flesh, but not from the restraints 
which flesh imposes. Cultivate abstraction as we may, we 
are so fashioned that the presence or absence of external 
influences cannot but have an effect on us. The external 
therefore, as well as the internal, must have its place in all 
our calculations, and be laid in the balance when we 
would weigh the sum-total of our responsibilities. For 
heart as well as life, for life as well as heart, we are 
accountable. For what we feel no less than for what we 
do, and for what we do no less than for what we feel, we 
shall have to answer at the great tribunal. 

It would be difficultr— perhaps impossible — definitely 
to solve the problematic inquiry. To what extent aini in 
what proportion does the inward influence the outward, 
and the outward the inward 1 There can, however, be 
no doubt that these do act and re-act upon each other, 
— in some men more strongly and more surely than in 
their fellows, but in all men far more powerfully and 
itiore certainly than we are apt to suspect. If listless 
habits are symptomatic that the heart is lacking in vene- 
ration, they also serve to enhance the moral evil which 
they indicate ; and fixedness of attention, while promoted 
by true earnestness of heart, is no less promotive of it 
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It is a law of our mental constiUition that every quality 
or attribute, good or bad, gains strength by exercise, as 
well as power by repetition. We perform the loving acts 
of the Samaritan, and we are blessed in our deed, the 
icy selfishness of our nature is thawed, and the more we 
befriend the poor and sorrowing, the more are our hearts 
drawn forth toward them in tender compassion. But do 
we play the part of the priest or the Levite, passing by 
on me other side, isolating ourselves in proud seclusion, 
shutting our ear to the cry of woe, and our eye to the 
sight of human misery ? then do our souls become but 
the more thickly encrusted with the congelations of self- 
love, and the more impenetrably hardened against the 
claims of charity. In like manner if we go on heedless 
as to our behaviour in the house 'of Go4, the more 
indecorous will be our conduct, the more undevout our 
frame of mind, and the more unacceptable our service ; 
whereas when we lay the strong hand of self-control upon 
our every bodily sense, and compel it to outward homage, 
then it is that we are most likely to gain the mastery over 
our roving thoughts, and keep them bent upon the matter 
in hand. We are dependent, it is true, on heavenly aid, 
but the gracious influences of God's Holy Spirit are ever 
given in connexion with rational and common -sense en- 
deavours on our own part. The fire is needed to descend 
from on high, ere the sacrifice will be kindled, yet on us 
it devolves to lay the wood in order, and to present 
the oiFering. 
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CHAPTER II. 



BRIEF HISTORIC NOTICES. 



That the duty of which we have spoken should require 
any effort, is among the lamentable evidences of our fallen 
condition. In early childhood, when . the " hereditary 
taint " of humanity is somewhat less clearly marked than 
in after years, we may not unfrequently discover strong 
proofe that the faculty of veneration was one of the 
heaven-imparted gifts with which our nature was originally 
instinct. It were impossible to admit a doubt that our 
first parents, while yet impeccant, yielded an adoration 
pure, when " lowly they bowed " in Paradise, 

" and began 
Their orisons, each morning duly paid ; 
* * * * . 

Nor holy rapture wanted they, to praise 
Their Maker." 

The first record, however, that is given of their des- 
cendants, presents an epitome of what has recurred again 
and again from that day to this, — every religious assembly 
having its Abel aiid its Cain — the believing, obedient, 
accepted worshipper, side by side with the unfaithful, 
unsubmissive, and unowned of Heaven. Scripture narra- 
tive and ecclesiastical history conjoin with personal 
observation to attest the fact. It may not be amiss to 
take a slight survey of the past. 
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1. The history of the patriarchs is not without its 
incidental illustrations of the spirit which should mark 
our approaches to the throne of the Most High. Noah's 
sacrifice, heedfully selected and rightly offered, was a 
" sweet savour " in the Lord's esteem. Job " rose up 
early in the morning " to sanctify his sons and daugh- 
ters, and unstintingly provided his " burnt offerings 
according to the number of them all." Abraham showed 
diligence to drive away the " fowls " which " came down 
upon the carcases " he had presented as an oblation ; 
and "a burning lamp passed between the piecies" in 
token of the covenant vouchsafed him in reply. Ofl- 
times did that father of the faithful commune with his 
God, yet always with the remembrance that he was " but 
dust and ashes;" always, therefore, in the attitude of 
lowly prostration and of earnest pleading. In this also 
he did not fail to command his children and his house- 
hold after him, so that the oath taken by " the God of 
Abraham, even the fear of Isaac," (Gen. xxxi. 42, 53.) 
emphatically testifies to the reverence in which the divine 
name was held by the heir of promise ; while Jacob, in 
his turn, when favoured with a vision from above, ex- 
claims " How dreadfiil is this place ! this is none other 
but the house of God, and this is the gate of Heaven !" 
• 2. When, in process of time, the flood-tide of idolatry 
had to be stemmed, and the all-wise God saw fit to set 
apart a chosen people as the depositaries of His law and 
the conservators of His name in the earth, especial heed 
was taken to enjoin on them by doctrine, and precept, and 
symbol, the imperatively urgent duty of holy and rever- 
ential worship. As the social services of religion became 
more public, they were invested with new solemnities. 
The purity required in the selected victim had been 
known in former ages ; but to this was now added the 
institution of a holy place and of a holy priesthood. 
Within the tabernacle, as afterwards within the temple, 
the God of Israel stooped to fix His earthly dwelling, 
and the utmost was done to surround the palace of the 
Great King with associations of peculiar sanctity. " Unto 
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8 BRIEF HISTORIC NOTICES. 

the place which the Lord your God shall choose out of 
all your pribes to put His name there, even unto His 
habitation shall ye seek, and thither shall ye come : take 
heed to thyself that thou oiier not thy burnt offerings in 
every place that. thou seest, but in the place which the 
Lord thy God shall choose in one of thy tribes, there 
thou shalt offer thy burnt offerings, and there thou shalt 
do all that I command thee." Repeatedly was the in- 
junction laid down, " Ye shall reverence my sanctuary." 
Manifold also were the observances and prohibitions 
that concurred to enforce the teaching. The inner shrine 
but one man might enter, and even he not more than once 
a year. The holy place which led to it was open to the 
priests alone, and not to them without the cleansing blood 
and the purifying laver. The court without was the 
nearest point of access for the tribes, and thither they 
could come only " by the blood of goats and calves." 
Precept and penalty were conjoined to ensure obedience. 
" I will be sanctified in them that come nigh me," was 
the declaration of the Almighty, and the juc^ment which 
befell Nadab and Abihu testified that His wrath will ever 
rest on those who come before Him with strange fire in 
their censers. 

The pious Israelites were distinguished by the honour 
which they paid to God's hallowed courts. " In thy fear 
will I worship toward thy holy temple" was David's 
resolution; one which by express maxims he incited 
others to adopt. " Give unto the Lord the glory due 
unto His name." " Fear before him, all the earth." 
" Worship at His holy hill, for the Lord our God is 
holy." A " holy flock" should " the flock of Jerusalem 
in her solemn feasts " have been ; but for the most part 
" they set not their heart aright, and their spirit was not 
steadfast with God." A Solomon might kneel on his 
brazen scaffold, and with outstretched hands pour forth 
the solemn adoration of his heart to Him whom " heaven 
and the heaven of heavens cannot contain ;" — a Jehosha- 
phat might proclaim a fast, assemble the great congrega- 
tion to ask help fi*om on high, utter the words of appro- 
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priate entreaty, hearken with eager expectancy to the 
heaven-sent words of Jahaziel, own with bowed head the 
&ithfulness of a covenant-God, and come again in the 
forefront of the people to render his thank-offering fot 
the victory granted ; — ^a Hezekiah might rise early, 
gather the rulers of the city, stir up the priests to active 
duty, set in order the service of the house of the Lord, 
prepare for the observance of the paasover-feast "in 
such sort as it was written,*' and send forth his royal 
mandate to the tribes, saying " Yield yourselves unto the 
Lord, and enter into His sanctuary which He hath sanc- 
tified for ever ;" — and a Josiah might emulate his great 
grand&ther in the like holy zeal ; — -but there were others 
who desecrated the sacred precincts — the sons of Athaliah 
breaking up the house of God that they might bestow its 
dedicated things upon Baalim ; — Uzziah entering the 
temple to assume the functions which pertained exclusively 
to the priests, and leaving it in haste when branded with 
a life-long leprosy as the doom of his presumption ; — 
Ahaz venturing to erect in it his Damascus-&shioned 
altar; — ^Mapasseh and Amon polluting its courts with 
idolatrous, images and heathenish observances ; — ^the 
women assembling together to weep for Tammuz, and the 
priests standing with their backs toward Jehovah's altar 
in worship of the rising sun. 

At length the measure of their iniquities was full. The 
forbearance which had lasted long, could not endujne for 
ever. " In my house " said the Most High " have I found 
their wickedness." " Is it a light thing to the house of 
Judah that they commit the abominations which they 
commit here, even the great abominations that they commit 
here, that I should go far oiBF from my sanctuary V " I 
swear by myself that this house shall become a desola- 
tion." The warnings were unheeded, and the threats 
despised, " until the wrath of the Lord arose against His 
people, till there was no remedy." So He "brought upon 
them the king of the Chaldees," and " they burned the 
house of God." Then did " the ways of Zion mourn, 
because none came to the solemn feasts, and all her gates 
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10 BRIEF HISTORIC NOTICBSv 

were desolate,'* for " the Lord had cast off His altar and 
abhorred His sanctuary." 

In the midst of wrath, however, He remembered mercy. 
Their captivity in Babylon was cheered with gracious 
promises of i second temple ; and in due time Cyrus was 
charged to set the exiles free, and to aid them in the 
restoration of the consecrated edifice. But years spent 
in destitution of religious privilege, had generated a luke- 
warm spirit that was easily daunted by obstacles. The 
people at large were ready to take their ease in cieled 
nouses of their own, while God's temple was left unreared ; 
and even after the building of it had been completed, the 
question had to be reprovingly asked, "Why is the house 
of God forsaken 1" The zeal of Judas Maccabaeus in the 
re-purification of the temple after its profanation by 
Antiochus, and the expenditure freely laid out upon its 
enlargement and decoration by Herod, ultimately conduced 
to the greater thronging of its courts ; but of the multi- 
tudes who repaired thitherj those who like Anna " served 
God " with fastings and prayers, or like the widow, were 
ready to testify their love by casting into the treasury the 
" two mites " that constituted their entire living, or like 
the publican went up to smite upon their breast and cry 
" God be mercifiil to me a sinner," were few compared 
with the Pharisees who fi^quented it that they might 
have " praise of men," the money-changers and the dove- 
sellers who made it " a house of merchandize," and the 
countless numbers who " drew nigh with their mouth and 
honoured God with their lips, while their heart was far 
from Him." 

3. . The s)magogue-worship of later Judaism, though 
historically noticed in Scripture, appears to have been of 
human institution. Various causes had paved the way 
for its establishment. Public gatherings for instruction 
had long been known in Israel. From city to city the 
Levites had gone by direction of the pious kings, and 
reading the law of the Lord they had taught the people 
in His fear. During the captivity, the suspension of the 
set feasts and temple-rites had led to the clustering 
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together of the exiles, some at Susa, voihe beside the 
banks of Chebar, and some by the waters of Babylon. 
On the return to Canaan, when the expositions of the 
law given by Ezra and Nehemiah had awakened a thirst 
for religious knowledge, provision was made for the sup- 
ply of so needful a boon. For the offering of united 
prayer, for the reading of Scripture, for the giving and 
receiving of oral instruction, not for the presenting of 
sacrifice, or the celebration of festivals, were the syna- 

Sogue-buildings reared. To them was never attached 
le idea of sanctity with which the temple was regarded. 
Religious exhortation often gave place to religious dis- 
cussion ; and by degrees the habit of conversing one with 
another wns retained, while the sacredness of the theme 
was no longer observed. 

Hence the foundation was laid for that strange mingling 
of superstitious veneration and of utter irreverence which 
ordinarily characterizes the services of the Jew in our 
own day. 

*'The two.leaved doors slide slow apart, 

Before the eastern screen, 
Ai rise the Hebrew harmonies, 

With chanted prayers between; 
And 'mid the tissued veils disclosed, 

Of many a gorgeous dye, 
Envelop'd in theis jewelled scarfs, 

The sacred records lie: -** 

but the worshippers, — what, of them 1 Some few yve 
can trace who seem painfiiUy bent on earning their own 
salvation, or subserving their nation's we}fare, by the 
- fervency and frequencv of their prayers; and we 6an 
imagine that some of Israel's daughters, screened from 
view by yonder lattice-work, are sincere in their ignorant 
and misguided devotions ; but not unfrequently th^ low 
murmurs we hear around have more to do with earth 
than with heaven, and savour more of the mart than of 
the sanctuary, " How is the gold become dim, how is the 
fine gold changed !'* is our lament when we see the 
nation who were to have been witnesses to the divine 
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excellency, thus casting dishonour upon God's high and 
holy name. Let us lay the lesson to heart. We see 
" the natural branches broken off," and we know it w?ms 
"because of unbelief;" let us not be "high-minded, 
but fear." The casting away of them has been our 
riches : let us not fall after the same example. But 
seeing that now unto us have been committed the ordi- 
nances as well as the oracles of the Messianic faith, let 
' us take care to prize them as we should. 

4. It is needful to glance, for a moment, at the early 
history of the gospel-fispensation, and see what light is 
thereby thrown upon our subject. In the fulness of time 
there came One "greater than the temple," even the 
Messenger of the covenant who was to act as a refiner 
and purifier of silver, to the express end that the offering 
of Judah and Jerusalem might "be pleasant unto the 
Lord, as in the days of old, and as in former years." 
Many and great were the changes which His advent was 
to bring about-; and no sooner had His ministry opened, 
than He said concerning the chosen hill of Zion and its 
rival height of Gerizim. " The hour cometh when ye 
shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, wor- 
ship the Father." To those who eagerly pointed out the 
magnificence of the Jewish temple, he exclaimed, "Verily 
I say unto you, there shall not be left here one stone 
upon another that shall not be thrown down." Now was 
to be ushered in the new era which Malachi had so 
plainly foretold, when " in every place " incense should 
be offered to the name of the Most High. . 

The decline of the one economy, and the full establish- 
ment of the other, was a gradual process. But whether in 
the temple, the synagogue, the "proseucha," or the upper 
room, we find the early Christians marked by the punc- 
tuality, the heartfelt earnestness, and the refreshing 
influence of their religious exercises. It was at " the 
hour of prayer," that Peter and John went up together 
to the temple. It was when the band of primitive disci- 
ples were " all with one accord in one place " that the 
'Holy Spirit was poured out. It was when Paul and Sila« 
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had repaired to the place " where prayer was wont to be 
made," that their words were blessed to the listening 
heart of Lydia, and the first trophy of t^e Cross was won 
in a European city. It was when the brethren came 
together '' on the first day of the week to break bread," 
that Paul "continued his speech until midnight/' and 
it would seem that there was one only of his hearers who, 
by falling into a deep sleep, evinced the weakn^s and 
weariness of the flesh. 

Under the gospel, however, as under the law — ^in the 
church, as in the temple — irregularities gradually crept in, 
and human nature thus showed itself the wayward sinful 
thing it is. Even the Apostles had to combat varied forms 
of irreverence. There was the irreverence of neglect : "let 
us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good 
works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
as the manner of some is." There was the irreverence of 
wealth worship : " if there come unto your assembly a 
man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come 
in also a poor man in vile raiment, and ye have respect to 
him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him. 
Sit thou here in a good plrfce ; and say to the poor, Stand 
thou there, or sit here under my footstool, are ye not 
partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil 
thoughts ?" There was the irreverence of feminine 
garrulity: " let your women keep silence in the churches, 
for it is not permitted unto them' to speak, but they are 
commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law ; 
and if they will learn anything, let them ask their husbands 
at home ; for it is a shame for women to speak in the 
church." There was irreverence of attire : "judge in 
yourselves, is it comely that a woman pray unto God 
uncovered?" There was tfie irreverence of spiritual 
pride : " except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be 
understood, how shall it be known what is spoken t for 
ye shall speak into the air ; ... forasmuch as ye are 
zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the 
edifying of the church." There was the irreverence of 
rivalry : " how is it, then, brethren 1 when ye come 
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together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, 
hath $1 tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation : 
let all things be done unto edifying." There was the 
irreverence of party spirit : " if any man seem to be con- 
tentious, we have no such custom, neither the churches 
of God : now in this I declare unto you, I praise you not, 
that ye come together not for the better but for the worse : 
for when ye come together in the cAiurch, I hear that these 
be divisions among you : and I partly believe it." There 
was the irreverence of angry temper: " your glorying is 
not good ; know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the 
wiiole lump ? purge out therefore the old leaven that ye 
inay be a new lump, as ye are unleavened ; for even 
Christ our passover is sacrificed for us ; therefore let us 
keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the 
leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth." There was the irreverence 
of disorderly conduct : " every one taketh before other 
his own supper, and one is hungry and another is drun- 
ken : what ! have ye not houses to eat and to drink in ? 
pr despise ye the church of God, and shame them that 
have not ? what shall I say urtto you ? shall I praise you 
in this ? I praise you not." There was the irreverence 
of carelessly participating in the memorials of a dying 
Saviour's love : " let a man examine himself, and so let 
him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup ; for he that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh dam* 
nation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body." 

We deem it of importance to have cited these passages, 
because they militate with heaven's own authority against 
the strange assumption of those who think (or act as if 
they thought) that Christianity has abrogated the require- 
ments of reverential worship. Apostolic teachings have 
by no means repealed the duty. They have based it, 
perhaps, less on ceremonial, and more on moral grounds ; 
yet on such a foundation it rests none the less firmly. 
Far firom deeming attention to sacred ordinances less 
needful for the Christian than for the Jew, Paul em- 
phatically says, '^ So much the more, as ye see the day 
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approaching." And it is to those who have received, 
and just because they have received the " kingdom 
which cannot be moved," that he exclaims, " Let us 
have grace whereby we may serve God acceptably with 
reverence and godly fear, for our God is a consuming 
fire." The formalities and minute prescriptions of 
Judaism are foregone, but the great truths and sub- 
stantial verities which these shadowed remain unchange- 
ably the same. 

5. It would not comport with our assigned limits to 
follow the course of ecclesiastical history, and dwell on 
the varied circumstances which have aided or opposed 
the right maintenance of worship. It must suffice barely 
to indicate one or two of those salient events whose 
baneful or whose beneficial influence has worked any 
marked or any permanent result. 

The rise of Popery may not be overlooked ; for 
Romanism, while not by any means directly chargeable 
with having ignored the duty of which we treat, did her 
utmost to overlay it with superstitious follies, and to 
divert it firom its proper channel. Highly irreverent were, 
the usages which prevailed in the mediaeval age — strange 
blendings of the grave and the grotesque — sad eclipsings 
of christian truth beneath the dark shadows of pagan- 
like mummery. But not to these — ^not to the ludi stuU 
tarum — ^not to the festivals wherein asinine brayings;^ 
were substituted for the sacerdotal " ite, missa est " — 
not to the parodies of death, resurrection, judgment,, and 
eternity — ^not to the travesties of Calvary's sacred and 
solemn tale — not to such extravagances do we now allude. 
Fooleries (for acts of "folly" they were, in every sense 
of the term,) fooleries of this sort were probably in- 
cidental as much to the age as to the creed — ^possibly 
even more so. Candour forbids us to shut our eyes to 
the feet that even in those very times some of Rome's 
most zealous adherents set their feces boldly agaipst the 
hideous and Heaven-insulting practices. Yet, when we 
have made all the concessions which justice demands on 
this score, and when we enter on a calm dispassionate 
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enquiry into the actual tendencies of the system itself, as 
divested of these excrescences, we are still prepared to 
stand fast by the assertion that the reverence instilled by 
its teachings has been of a spurious kind. The adoration 
of relics — the homage paid to saints and martyrs — the 
worship of the Virgin mother — ^the blind confidence 
reposed in the priesthood — ^the reading of the liturgy in the 
Latin instead of the vernacular tongue — ^interposed new 
barriers between man and his Maker ; while the sacred- 
ness attributed to particular shrines and images — ^the 
ceaseless genuflexions, bowings, prostrations artd sprink- 
lings — ^the numerous pilgrimages, and processions, and 
pageants, and pomps, — ^instead of helping to raise the 
mind heavenward, were as so many additional links in 
the chain that bound it to earth. 

Against these abuses the Reformers set their face. 
They clearly saw that while the religio loci had been 
intended to pass away, il^was not ta be merged into a 
superstitio locorum. They were for the most part men 
oi too much earnestness and piety to aim at the abolition 
of all reverence ; but among their fanatical and Iconoclas- 
tic followers were many whose ignorant impulses and 
unguided zeal led them to break bounds. Too ofi;en, 
to use the words of Erasmus, " they biumed down the 
whole house in order to clear away the dust." These 
were excesses deplored by the master-spirits of the 
glorious movement; though it was not unnatural that 
those who had the rough work to do, and the lawless 
mob who joined them in the doing of it,' should often 
have failed to distinguish the line of demarcation between 
what was falsely esteemed sacred, and what was truly 
so. 

To the Puritans of our own land we must also do jus- 
tice in this respect; for whatever may be the opinion 
held as to their political movements, their ecclesiastical 
innovations, and their aesthetic Vandalism, there is ample 
proof that in the main they were desirous of steering, to 
the best of their judgment, an even course between the 
follies of the devotee and the impieties of the undevout. 
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Th^ had no ddiberaj^ wish to trench upon .an)rthing 
which they saw reason to believe essentially holy. That 
rigidity of manner and solemnity of mrien, that firmness 
of discipline and austereness of spirit, for which they are 
often held up to ridicule, is in our eyes a precious feature 
of their life and conduct, inasmuch as it seems to have been 
over-ruled as a conservative power. It betokened an 
element of character indispensably necessary to such men . 
at such a time. Without it, they might have wrought 
an irreparable mischief. 

6. As it regards our own day, it must be confessed 
that we look upon a flippant estimation of things holy, 
as one of the characteristic evils of the age. The light 
literature which finds readiest sale bears the evident 
impress of irreverence, even in despite of its containing 
warmest eulogies of Christian truth and practice. There 
never was a time when novelists and romance-writers 
could introduce so much of evangelical truth into their 
fictions, and never a time when such fictions obtained a 
more wide-spread popularity ; but with few if any ex- 
ceptions, we find that these caterers for the public taste 
are not unmindfiil to season their remarks with a strong 
condiment of pungent satire against those higher and 
more mysterious Gospel doctrines to which all reverent 
students of Holy Writ must humbly and steadfastly hold, 
however widely they may differ from each other in the 
human explanation which they affix to the h^ven- 
inspired phraseology. Authors, moreover, are now more 
addicted than ever to indulge in humorous caricatures of 
the follies, self-contradictions, and weaknesses of hy- 
pocritical, - inconsistent, or feeble-minded professors of 
religion. These doubtless ought to be disclaimed ; but it 
were more befittingly done in the chastened language of 
pity and grief th^in in those terms of caustic opprobrium 
or smile-evoking irony, which serve but to call forth 
from the atheist and the worldling a renewed sneer, not 
against those who hold the faith, but against the &ith 
they hold. That which is counterfeit may need to be 
exposed; but the most delicate care should be takai 
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lest thereby that which is true and real be held up to 
public obloquy. 

The light quotation of Scripture is another growing 
but unmistakeable evil. The good old Saxon style, the 
terse and nervous phrases, the apt and pictorial meta- 
phors, the graphic and discriminating touches, the well- 
drawn and well-defined characters, which abound in that 
Book of Books, render its words and tropes, its maxims 
and allusions, well-fitted to turn a period, to give point 
to an assertion, or to clench an argument. But so to 
use them in connexion with what is jocular and trivial, is 
to lose sight of the hallowed nature and heavenly origin 
of the sacred Volume. 

Time would fail us to dilatte on the light use often 
made of the great and glorious Name whose desecration 
is so directly forbidden in. the Decalogue, — or on the 

I>rofanely vulgar flippancy, with which in common par- 
ance and on trifling occasions is introduced the word 
" sinners,'' that fearftilly woe-suggestive epithet,— or on 
the many analogous proofs which might be adduced in 
support of our assertion as to the present tendency of 
the public mind. The thoughtful and pious will, we 
believe, be prepared to own that if profanity does not 
show so unblushing a front as in days that are past, she 
comes but the more stealthily to lay her polluting touch 
on all that is worthy of being revered. 

The one main form of irreverence to which our atten- 
tion must be restricted, is that which has relation to the 
house and worship of our God. If veneration is found 
wanting there, we must cease to wonder at its having 
taken flight in more or less degree from our book-stalls. 
If it be lacking at the altar, how shall it preside over 
the hearth? There are not a few among us who are 
"sorrowful for the solemn assembly, to whom the re- 
proach of it is a burden ;" for they see cause to fear that 
if judgment were now to go forth against such as fail to 
keep the third commandment of the moral code, the 
destroying angel would again, as in Ezekiel's hearing, 
receive the mandate, " Begin at my sanctuary." 
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CHAPTER III. 



MANIFESTATIONS OP REVERENCE. 

Need we ask, Where is the sanctuary ? or What is it ? 
In no limited sense would we use the term, as if bounded 
by any section of the Christian church. There are 
happily fewer than there were to deem that the sprink- 
ling of holy water, or the pronouncing of a bishop's 
blessing, can be an e^ential element of local conse- 
cration. Enlightened men, who hold to a form of this 
sort, regard it as a mere symbol of the sacred use 
and purpose whereto the edifice is dedica,ted, — a use 
and purpose which constitute its primal and positive 
claim upon our reverence. Some act or service of 
dedication, Christians of almost every name and sect are 
wont to hold for the public setting apart of their 
churches or chapels ; and, in so doing, professedly 
declare their conviction that these buildings are reserved 
for' a high ^fad holy use. 

Veneration ought, obviously enough, to characterize 
every act of worship, private or social, in any place and 
at any time. Whether prayer is oflered in the closet or 
at the domestic altar, whether in the cathedral or at the 
opening of a Crystal Palace, it is a solemn act and 
should be solemnly performed. « But we would contend 
for sometfiing more than this. We firmly believe that 
such a habit of mind would be greatly strengthened by 
the cultivating of more deep-rooted associations of reve- 
rence with our places of wonted worship. If not actually 
hallowed in themselves, they become hallowed in their 
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object, and should be hallowed in our estimation of them. 
Brick and mortar, or stones and cement, the walls still 
remain ; but they are walls which are to echo the praises 
of God's name, and the proclamations of God's will. 
'Consecrated" and "unconsecrated" are terms which 
we are free to use when we would mark the distinctions 
of ecclesiastical usage which prevail in our land, but they 
are terms which we would avoid, if they necessarily 
involved the idea that any place open for stated worship 
may, at any season, be lightly entered. We 'believe that 
the meeting-house is as capable of desecration as the 
minster, and that whether we worship in a cathedral or a 
barn, beneath a steepled roof or a level one, we are wor- 
shipping the same God, and should pay Him the sam? 
reverence. It is. hot immaterial where we worship, but 
it is more material to enquire hqw we do it. 

Section I. — ^AxriNDAWCE; 

It would be unadvisable to approach our present subject 
in the temper of the cynic, or the attitude of the up- 
braider. Our design in the following pages will be 
simply to gather up a few {nractical hints which it may 
be prudent to weigh — bl few easy rules which it may bje 
prontable to follow. And first (1) we would advert to 
the propriety of ^^a^e^J attendance at the place of reli^ous 
assemblage. When a monarch gives audience, the least 
his courtiers can do is to present themselves at the 
appointed, spot ; and when the doors of God's house are 
thrown open for His weekly service, the worshippers 
should be found hastening to pay their tribute to His 
name. " Know ye that the Lord, he is God; it is He that 
made us, and not we ourselves ; we are His people and 
the sheep of His pasture: entar into His gates widi 
thanksgiving, and mi<S His courts with praise; be 
thank&il unto Him, and bleas His name." Where tl» 
heart is truly fixed upon God, this duty will be esteemed 
a privilege. Past enjoyment in sabbathnserviees quickens 
the appetite for a return to the refireshmeat of divine 
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erdinanoes. Bepeatedly did the Psahnist give utterance 
to his intense longing m them. '' How amiable are^thy 
tabemaoles, O Lord of hosts ! my soul longeth, yea^ 
eren &inteth for the courts of the Lord; my heart and 
my flesh cri^h out for the living God~(yea, the 
spairow hath found an house, and the'8walh>w a nest 
for herself)— -even thine altars, O Lord of hosts, my 
King and my God. Blessed are they that dwell in thy 
house ; they will be still praising thee." '' A day in thy 
courts is better than a tfumsand.'* ^^ My soul thirsteth 
for thee, my flesh longeth for thee, to see thy power and 
thy glory, so as I tetve seen thee in the sanctuary.'* 
" As the hart panteth after Ae water-brooks, so panteth 
my soul after thee, O God : my soul thirsteth for God, 
(or ' the living God ; when shall I come and appear 
before God V '* One thing have I desired of the Lord, 
ihat will I seek after, that I may dwell in the house of 
the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of 
the Lord, and to inquire in His temple." '^ O send out 
thy light and thy truth ; let them lead me; let them 
bring me unto thy holy hill and to thy tabernacles : then 
will I go unto the altar of Gfod, unto God my exceeding 
joy." '' Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and 
causest to approach unto thee^ that he may dwell in ihy 
courts; we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy 
house, even of thy holy temple." " Lord, I have loved 
the habitaticm of thy house, and the phce where thine 
honour dwelleth." '^ I was glad when ttiey said unto me, 
Let us go into the house of the Lord." 

Not such is the experience of the lukewarm, nor the 
feeling of the mere professor. ^' Behold," say they; 
^^what a weariness is it !" and though for decency and 
respectability sake, they are not utter neglecters of 
religious ordinantes, they may for too often be enrolled 
among the. absentees. The days are happily past when 
men. were wont to be mulcted for non-attei^bnce at 
church; but even in our times how'many are there 
who never enter the 8anctuary-courts,-^how many who 
are but nurely present! Even of professedly hsdntuat 
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worshippers how irregular is the att^idance of some ! A 
slight indisposition — a. few threatening clouds — -a passing 
shower — ^any mere trifle that would not have weighed a 
feather in the scale, had worldly interest or worldly 
pleasure been concerned — ^is sufficient to keep them 
within doors when a religious service is in question. 
How often is the Saturday's festivity thronged, " while 
Zion spreadeth forth her hands, and there is none " to 
frequent her solemn feasts ! How often is " the house 
of Baal full from one end to another," while the doors of 
the temple-porch are " shut up," and its lamps are "put 
out," and its sacrifices are not ofiered ! How large a pro- 
portion of England^s inhabitants are non-attendants at 
any place of worship ! How many more are to be found 
attending only as convenience suits, or fancy prompts ! 
Ought these things so to be ? Plausible excuses may, 
we know,* readily be oflfered ; can valid apologies be 
made? Occasional detention from God's house is un- 
avoidable; but this should always be in obedience to 
His will, in submission to the outstretched hand of His 
debarring providence. It should be felt as a privation, 
even when it is accepted as of divine ordaining. It is a 
mercy that the God of ordinances is able to make up for 
the lack of them ; yet we have no reason to conclude that 
He is willing to do this, where the deprivation is voluntarily 
incurred, and welcomed rather than deplored. Purposely 
to "tarry at home" is not the way to "divide the spoil." 
Thomas absents himself from the meeting of the twelve ; 
and what is the resulf ? He spends a week of unsatisfied 
doubts, and enjoys his Master's manifested presence ' 
once only where he might have enjoyed it twice. To 
withdraw our feet from the precincts of social worship 
is to withdraw our souls from the circle of the promised 
blessing. " Where two or three are gathered together 
in my name, there am I in the midst of them." The 
solitary worshipper, if his heart is so in earnest Aat he 
would fain have joined with others in proffering his re- 
quest, will not be denied the gracious* answer to his 
prayer ; but if so cold-hearted that he has thought the 
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saints' assembly not worth frequenting, he cannot wonder 
if the boon so little prized is justly kept back. There is 
a practical lesson which ensues from me doctrinal state* 
ment, that "the Lord loveth the gates of Zion more 
than all the dwellings of Jacob." Let us lay the teach- 
ing to heart, and hasten with eager footsteps to the spot 
where He delights to reveal himself to the waiting soul. 

One form in which contempt of public worship exhi- 
bits, itself, is in certain prevalent notions which tend to 
exisdt the temple of Nature above the temple made with 
hands. We are told that in a lonely sabbath-walk the heart 
may ascend as near to heaven's gates as in the crowded 
sabbath-assembly. We believe this to be true, but we 
deny that it affords any ground for the neglect of 
divinely instituted ordinances. Bards have sung their 
lays, and philosophers lent their logic to support the 
dangerous tenet ; but theology may not accept all that 
poetry has iwritten, and Christianity ignores that falsie 
reasoning, which argues apart from revelation. Isaac 
could walk out to meditate and pray in the field at even- 
tide ; but he was none the less carefiil on other occasions 
to build his altar, and offer his public ^u;rifice of praise. 
Christ Jesus our Lord, when he was in Galilee, would 
often go up into a mountain apart to pray ; but the sab- 
bath ^ways found him in the s3magogue. At the sixth 
hour Peter went up upon the housetop to pray beneath 
" the vaulted firmament ;" but at the ninth hour, the hour 
of evening oblation, it was his wont to go up into the 
temple. As public devotion cannot purchase exemption 
from private worship, neither must a private duty be put in 
the place of a public one. Both are incumbent; and 
therefore the one must be done, while the other is not 
left undone. 

Attendance, moreover, when stated, should — ^as a general 
rule — be in one i place of worship. On this point we 
have no definite law : but we think it falls under the com- 
prehensive precept, " Let all things be done decently and 
m order." The effects which follow from the frequent 
breach of such a rule on the one hand, and its habit'* 
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observance on the other, tend to show its desirableness. 
For our own, amd for odiers* sakes, it is well that we 
abide by it. For our own sakes, because thereby our 
profiting is likely to be increased. ^' As a bird that wan^* 
dereth from her nest, so is a man that wandereth firom 
his place." Those who have been not inaptly termed 
" spiritual gipsies," and described as " inquiring at the 
Sunday breals&st-table where they shall pitch their 
tent or make their encampment for the day," may 
stealthily come in for an intellectual feast; but while 
making a boast, in the fulness of their sufficiency their soul 
may be in straits, and every such person will oftener have 
cause to exclaim ''My leanness ! my leanness !" than he 
who is able contentedly to say, " I dwell among mine 
own people." The novelty of a strange building, the 
novelty of unaccustomed voices, the novelty of the im- 
wonted fellow-worshippers, will so distract both eye 
and ear as to increase the difficulty of engaging in any 
acceptable and beneficial exercise of devotion. It is true 
that the ministers whom God has raised up, are endowed 
with a variety of gifte ; but it is equally true, that there 
are many casual opportunities for hearing such as are 
eminent for their pulpit-talents, without absenting our- 
selves from the ordinary services of our own accustomed 
temple. What little roving of the kind is alluded to in 
Scripture, is connected with a dearth and not an exuber- 
ance of religious privilege: ''behold the days come, 
saith the Lord God, that I will send a femine in the land, 
not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hear- 
ing the words of the Lord ; and they shall wander from 
sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall 
run to and firo to seek tiie word of the Lord, and shall 
not find it." Those who " heap to themselves teachers" 
are spoken of in no honourable terms. 

But again, regularity of attendance within the walk of 
the same building is advantageous to others. We are ^ 
commanded to " abstain from all appearance of evil f 
and it needs no array of words to prove that a vacant pew 
bears no label to tell whether its owner is indulging in 
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Iktlessness at home, or gratify ti^ his restlessness by. 
worshipping elsewhere. The example we set is likely to 
tjell on our neighbours. If one wanders, all may wan- 
der. If all are found occupying their seats, the prayers 
and praises offered will be — as they ought to be — ^those 
of *' the great congregation." The sympathy awakened 
by the concourse of numbers, will attract many a care- 
less one to join in the exercise; and many a time the 
secrets of the heart will be made manifest, so that sin- 
ners falling down will worship God, and report that He 
is with His people of a truth. 

(2.) Attendance should not only be stated, but punc^ 
tual. "To everything there is a season," and everything is 
"beautiful in his time." The Hebrews had to keep their 
feasts in the metropolis on the prescribed day, and to 
observe stated hours of oblation. *- Blow up the trum- 
pet in the new moon, in the time appointed, on our 
solemn feast-day." Surely then we " who have no such 
lengths to go" as had the ancient Israelites, may reason- 
ably be expected so to leave our own abodes as to be 
fairly settled in our places ere the commencement of each 
respective service. Every facility is given us ; we have 
the summons of the church-bells, as well as a multiplicity 
of clocks and watches. Without referring to any artificial 
index to the time, Cornelius could say on the apostolic 
preacher's arrival, " Now therefore are we all here present 
before God to hear all things that are commanded thee 
of God." Whereas, in the nineteenth century, despite 
the manifold aids which are plentifully afforded for our 
guidance, there is often a moumfiil significance attaching 
to the words, " I pray and beseech you, as many as are 
here present, to accompany me with a pure heart, and 
humble voice, unto the flirone of the heavenly grace." 

Habitual unpunctuality in arriving at' the house of God 
is a thiiig unseemly in itself, injurious to our own souls, and 
detrimental to the edification of our neighbours. Its imfit- 
tingness is self-evident. Not so backward would we wish 
to appear in entering the society of our friends, nor so 
loth to plunge into our business engagements. The 1^ 

b2 
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comer is, oftener than not, the unwilling c<xner. It will b^' 
well for those who are customarily "too late" in approach* 
ing the mercy-seat, if they do. not eventually find them-^ 
selves " too late" to obtain mercy from on high ! This 
branch of our theme is so highly important, that we must, 
tarry to examine the causes and remedies of an evil which 
so sadly prevails. 

Once, we are aware, it was reckoned fashipnabl^. 
to be behind-hand. The dinner-hour was considered as 
named at such " for" stich an hour ; and the practice so, 
crept into sacred as well as common assemblies that it be- 
came a habit with many congregations for their services to 
commence regularly some five, or even ten minutes latei^ 
than the appointed time. This state of things, however, 
has almost entirely passed away. The adooirable ex- 
ample of the Queen, who now so worthily sways the. 
British sceptre, has done much to improve the mannera 
of the age by redeeming the virtue of piuictuality fironi 
the disrepute into which it had fallen. The stem necessity 
which for the most part regulates the due departure of 
to railwav trains, has caused our men of business also 
keep a sharp look out upon the lapse of time, and to 
make a nice admeasurement of their distances. Yet even 
had these promotives of early attendance not come into 
force, we should have had to remii^^ our readers that thei 
maxims of the world are no law for the worshippers of God* 
Under all circumstances, it remains indisputably true, 
that when there is a fixed hour for the worship of the 
Most High, that hour should be rigidly observed. Nor 
can we fail to point out the sad inconsistency of thos€| 
who, after having wasted in slothful indulgence the early 
prime of their sabbath-mom, reach the cushioned corner 
just in time, it may be, for the entreaty and the response, 
" O God, make speed to save us," " O Lord, make .haste 
to help us." A solemn mockery, such words on their 
lips ! " I will go," might their Maker justly say, " and 
return to my place till they acknowledge their offence, 
and seek my face : for in their affliction they will seek 
me early." Well if He does not add, " Then shall they 
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call upofi ttie, but I will not answer ; they shall seek me 
early, but they shall not find me." It was no incongru- 
ous thing that upon a church dial should once have been 
inscribed, " Ab hoc momento pendit cetemitas.^^ Not till 
the clear light of an immortal life breaks upon us, and 
perhaps not even then, shall we be able to estimate the 
amount of spiritual blessings forfeited by absence fi"om 
our appointed place at the time when those blessings 
were publicly invoked. 

One hint may be given in passing, which is worth 
the consideration of those to whom are committed the 
oversight of the congregation, and the rule over the 
house of Grod. We are not sure whether the evil we 
deprecate has not some little countenance fi"om a 
generally-received practice that up. to a certain part of the 
service; — say, the lessons at church, or the end of the 
chapter in most other communities — the seats of the regu- 
lar attendants should be reserved for theixu We jTear 
this operates injuriously in two ways. It incites the 
stranger to come late who can obtain a seat no earlier ; it 
gives the seat-holder a sort of licence for coming in with 
impunity after the worship has commenced. 

If bad precedents, however, or faulty regulations may 
have encouraged some to be tardy in their arrival, bad 
habits are the excuse — ^the sorry excuse — ^proffered by 
others. They do not intend anything like disrespect or 
irreverence. They are'as early, at the house of prayer as at 
any place of public assemblage — as unpunctual at their 
office or their counter as they are at church. The "singuk r 
mischance" has happened to them which is so graphically 
described by the writer of " Life in Earnest," — ^the loss 
of " a fragment of their time," so that " they do not break 
any engagement, or neglect any duty, but they systemati-* 
cally go about it too late, and usually too late by about 
the same fatal interval !" Now it seems to us that if 
nothing else can cure such persons, the startling fact and 
the glaring impropriety of being too late when God*s 
service is involved, ought to rouse them to the vigorous 
and successful resistance of that besetting sin. If f 
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late comer congratulates himself on being ear4ier than bis 
wont when he has managed to find himself pacing along 
the aisle as the words of solemn confession are being 
read, then surely the accents, " We have left undone 
those things which we ought to have done" might fall as 
an accusing weight oahis conscience. Instead of hush- ' 
ing the inward monitor by pleading force -of custom, 
it would be wiser far to let his eyes be opened to see the 
enormity of the evil, and the consequences which it 
entails..- It is no light thing in every-day life to be con- 
stantly interfering with the comforts or arrangements of 
friends by our neglect of a simple duty ; and it is a far 
worse ofience to insult the Majesty of heaven and earth 
by yielding to slothful inclination^ and to procrastinating 
habits. , 

Not a few who habitually come late at public woi:ship 
indulge in that practice through a mistaken estimate of 
the relative in^portance of the different parts of the 
service. An under-valuing of the prayers, and an ov^- 
valuing of the sermon, lead some to postpone reaching 
their place until the preaching is about to commence. 
Prayer they believe they can offer at home. The sennon 
is with them the grand end and aim of sabbath-services. 
But it ought not so to be regarded. Such men may pro- 
fess a desire to hear God speak: but we would ask, 
Does He not speak even more plainly in the reading of 
His inspired word than in the bffering of uninspired 
comments upon it 1 And if He speaks to us^ have we 
.nothing to say to Himi Let men talk as they will 
about the worship they offer in their own abodes ; yet 
they must not learn to consider this as an equivalent for 
public worship, but should rather be urged to discon^ 
tinue an unseemly course of conduct which leads others to 
believe that they " seek only a spiritual lecture-room, Mid 
esteem the sanqtuary to be the house of man instead of 
the house of God." Let them hearken to the old poet's 
advice : — 

<* Resort to sermons, bnt to prayers most ; 
Praying's the end of preaching." 
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The disturbance which ensues from late arrivals 
ought to be duly pondered. It too often happens, that 
unpunctual comers are anything but quiet in their move^ 
ments. So far from cultivating the noiseless tread and 
subdued manner which would at least betoken something 
of consideration for the worshippers already assembled, 
they usually seem bent on palliating the tardiness of their 
appearance, if so they might, by an extra rapidity and 
turbulence. Even were this not a constant aggravation of 
of the evil, still under the most &voui'able circumstances 
there is a necessary distraction caused by those who lure 
behind time. To walk down the aisle — ^to open the pew- 
door, and to re-close it — ^to marshal a young femily , it may 
be, in their respective seats — ^to dispose of the hat or 
the umbrella — ^to arrange the hassock for kneeling — toc^n 
(perhaps unlock) the book-box — to distribute its contents 
— to open the book at the desired page — these varied acts, 
however hushed and however breathlessly performed, can- 
not be so unseen or imheard as not to attract the eye or fall 
upon the ear of those around. The tale is a thrice-told 
one — ^but thrice-told, because so worth the telling — of 
that good Christiaii woman, who, on being asked the 
motive and secret of her invariably early entrance within 
the sanctuary-walls, made answer, "It is part of niy 
religion never to disturb the devotions of others." 

Such an example may well be emulated, and will not 
be found insuperably hard to imitate. A little deter- 
mination — a litde fore-casting of plans — ^a little pre- 
calculation of time — a litde allowance made for unforeseen 
hindrances — ^and, with help from above, the Giant 
Difficulty would frdl before the sling and stone of an 
• earnest will and a resolute effort. Our house, perhaps, 
is not like that of Justus, which "joined hard to the 
synagogue ;" but if ours is the character ascribed to him 
in the sacred biography, as " one that worshipped God," 
our distance from the place of meeting will not be deemed 
an adequate reason for neglecting to be early within its 
gates. It is scarcely needfid to repeat tiie obvious 
suggestion that home-arrangements must be made with a 
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view to this matter. Late hours on the Saturday even- 
ing — ^late rising on the Lord's Day morning — late meafe 
throughout the day must be avoided. Nothing must be 
driven off to the last. The enabling of servants to be in 
time ought not to be disregarded. If domestics are 
wilfully late, the blame rests with themselves ; but if they 
iare hindered hy want of thoughtfiilness in the parlour, 
the heads of the ikmily are responsible. 

A word or two for the consideration of our fair friends, 
whose Is^gt lingering footsteps are too often needlessly 
delayed in the adjustment of an elaborate toilette.* Is 
it possible that they are more anxious to win a tribute of 
admiration for themselves than to celebrate the praises of 
Him to whom " Cherubim and Seraphim continually do 
cry ?" Is it possible that for a stray ringlet, or an in- 
tractable ribbon, they are prepared to lose the earliest 
announcements of pardoning love, and the first petitions 
for those mercies " which are requisite and necessary as 
well for the body as the soul ?" Quaint but appropriate 
is good Herbert's warning : — 

« Oh ! he drest ! . 

Stay not for the other pin ! Why ! thou hast lost 
A joy for it worth worlds I" 

A joy worth worlds ! oh, were not that worth hastening 
for ? It is said that the aged Jogees, or pilgrim-s^nts of 
Ceylon, will take their station at the foot of a sacred 
cypress, and there remain night and day, waking and 
watchful, heedless of sunshine or of storms, impelled by 
the tradition that the leaves of that ancient tree, falling 
only at distant and uncertain intervals, can, if giathered 
and eaten, restore the wasting frame to all the enei^ of 
youth. A plant of nobler growth has been sown in our 
midst, the leaves whereof never fade, nor are its firuits 
consumed ; the latter are " for meat," the former " for 
medicine," and out of the heavenly sanctuary issue the 
waters which maintain their freshness. Not at long' and 
unknown intervals do they descend. Regularly, and even 
fireekly, are they within our reach. Shdl we think it an 
* See Note b Appendix. 
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unwelcQme task to tarry a few moments beneath the 
consecrated shade, while we await the .first shaking of 
the blessing-laden boughs ?* 

And how shall those few moments be rightly em- 
ployed 1 This question leads us to notice (3) that attendr 
ance in the earthly temple should be not only regular, 
and timely, but also thoughtful. There must be a prepa- 
ring of the heart, before there is a stretching Qut of the 
hands toward God, (Job. xi. 13.) It will be needful tQ 
show, however, that this work is not to be left to thelas^, 
where it can be wisely anticipated. It need not be left, 
indeed, wholly to the morning of the Lord's Day. Th^ 
"Jews' preparation-day'' was of human devising and of 
merely national observance ; yet beneath that form lay 
hid a useful teaching. There are not a few — there are, 
we rejoice to think, an increasing number— who have the 
week's closing hours at their own confarol ; - and it would 
be wise for such to seek that adjustihent oC their outward 
affairs, as well as that attempering of their inward frames, 
which shall best prepare them for yielding^ an undivide4 
attention to the engagements which await them on the 
coming morn. The judicious winding up of the week's 
concerns, and the deliberate putting.^ aside of secular 
engrossments, are not without their practical use. Where 
the former are to be wound up, andliow the latter are best 
to be put away from us, are matters that every person's 
conscience looking at actual circumstances must decide. A 
fixed rule would in many easels be a bar to good rathe? 
than to evil. The student, for , example, who completed a 
specific branch of his investigation at an early hour oa 
the Saturday evening, would exercise prudence if he 
were to abstain fi:om entering on the excitement and 
pre-occupation which the next research, would entail,; 
whereas another who, while busily occupied in threading 
his way amid . the tortuous paths of a complicated 
argument, found midnight close at hand before he 
had either gained the open road, or so caught up the 

• See Nptc c Appendix. 
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varied clues that he eouM comjiosedly turn int^ 
another Une of thought with the prospect of an easy 
return to his present stand-point on the Monday, has 
done no less pradently in prosecuting his labours. In 
these supposed instances, the course of action has been 
diflferent, but its motive and its result have been the 
same. In each, it sprung from principle; and that 
principle- was a desire to make provision, as best it might 
be made, for an undistracted waiting upon the God of 
Bethel. 

Still more important than the ordering of the Satur- 
day Evening's pursuits is the ordering of the Sunday 
Morning's walk. "Keep thy foot when thou goest to 
the house of God " was c5ne of the maxims of Israel's 
wisest king; and we can believe that when he was 
inspired to pen it, he was not without a vivid recollection 
of nis father's custom, who, when speaking of a once 
faithful and fondly-cherished friend, could testify, "We 
took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the house 
of God in company." The propriety of such a habit 
needs no demonstration. One of our British poets has 
truthfully said that " fools rush in where angels fear to 
tread," Much more of true worship would assuredly be 
rendered in the earthly sanctuary, if there were more of 
devout thoughtfulness on the way to it ! Much more 
should we find of heaven upon earth in waiting onGod's 
ordinances, if, as we wended our solitary way to Zion, 
our hearts were ascending far above the world and its 
concerns ; or if, as we enjoyed the social walk, our 
communings were more spiritual and more sacred. 

Entering the holy place with hearts thus prepared, 
we shall welcome the calm and quiet stillness that pre- 
cedes the opening of the service. Be it a longer or a 
shorter interval, we shall be able to turn it to good 
account. It will not be ours to feel or to say, 

*' If we've ne?d to wait in c^iurch^ 
We've need to talk there." 

Far sounder will be our conclusion, %r more seemly our 
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occupation, if our hearts be attuned for the duties and 
the delights of God's house. Whether we choose to 
open the inspired volume, or to read some hymn of praise 
or " in secret silence of the mind," to offer up our re- 
newed petition for a blessing out of Zion, we shall find 
our souls increasingly prepared for the exercises of public 
devotion. We shall understand the force of the Psal- 
mist's expression, " Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in 
Zion ;'* or, as some have better rendered it, " To thee, 
O God, belong silence and praise in Zion."* We shall 
remember that the offering up of the prayers of the 
saints, as seen in Apocalyptic vision, was preceded by 
"silence in heaven about the space of half-an-hour ;" 
and we shall rejoice in the season of outward quiet which 
well subserves a holy calm of soul. And if there are 
any who have no Saturday-leisure — any, who on the 
sacred day of rest are absolutely unable to break through 
the worldly atmosphere by which they are surrounded, 
ot to avoid the worldly talk of those from whose society 
they find no way of escape — to such how inestimably 
precious die minutes of lonely meditation which precede 
the exercises of united worship ! what a golden opportu- 
nity for calling home " the thoughts that rove abroad !" 
what a seasonable occasion for shaking off* the pressure 
of surrounding cares, and renewing those entreaties which 
have already ascended from the closet where they besought 
the King of Glory for the manifestation of His presence 
and favour. Increasingly let us bear in mind that '.'the pre- 
paration of the heart in man is from the Lord," so we 
shall increasingly see the need of entering in a prayerful 
spirit on the solemn engagements of worship, — the need 
of reiterating the cry " Open thou my lips," when we 
would afresh make the vow, "My mouth shall show 
forth thy praise." 

We cannot wonder that to those who know not how to 
improve the interval during which they have to await the 
commencing of a service, itxshould be a dull and dreary 

* See Note d Appendix. 
C 
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time. Still less do we wonder that whcAre the influeiices. 
of God*8 Spirit are so little sought, tfaey are so little 
enjoyed in the sanctuary. Perhaps none of us are 
deeply enough impressed with the importance, and great- 
ness, and necessity of the Holy Spirit's work. We 
fail to honour Him by seeking His aid, and we have 
no reason to expect that He will honour us by descend- 
ing from on high and dwelling within our hearts. We 
do not realize as we ought that we are insufficient of our« 
selves ''to think anything as of ourselves;*' and hence 
we are apt to forget that '' our sufficiency " as well for 
worship as for duty " is of God." The darkness ahd 
deadness we are often left to feel, might well serve as a 
warning of our inaptitude to perform any religious duties 
without heavenly succour ; but we are slow to learn even 
from experience. Were we to view the matter merely 
in the light of sanctified reason, we might plainly con* 
elude from the teachings of God's word that there is no 
part of our temple-service in which we need not the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit. Are we about to pray ? 
It is the Spirit alone that " helpeth our infirmities," and 
"maketh intercession within us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered." Are we about to join in hymns of 
praise 1 The Apostle gives the injimction, " Be filled 
with the Spirit," in immediate connexion with that 
wherein he enforces the duty of speaking in pisalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, making melody in the heart 
unto the Lord. Are we about to listen to the gospel* 
message ? If it is to come to us " not in word only but 
also in power," it must come "in the Holy Ghost, and in 
much assurance." Would we enter with fireedom of soul 
into each sacred engagement ? " Where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty." Would we learn the truth as 
it is in Jesus ? It is the Spirit who must take of the 
things of Christ and show Aem unto us. Would we 
obtain glimpses of a nobler temple, and antepasts of a 
purer worship than earth can know ? It is " the holy Spirit 
of promise which is the earnest of our inheritance." Would 
we come into God's presence with love, joy, peace, and 
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faith ? They are " the fruits of the Spirit." From first 
to last, we are dependent on His grace* Before we come, 
when we come, while we remain before God in His house, 
we must invoke His Spirit^s e&ctual assistance. 



Section II. — ArrrruDB. 



Reverence for the sanctuary will show itself not only in 
coming as God's people come^ but in sitting before Him 
as His people do. Each part of our worship has its 
suitable attitude of reverence. It would be superfluous 
to cite Scriptural examples. A concordance, or (we 
would fain hope) better still — the memoiy of our readers 
will supply the needful instances. Nor will any process of 
reasoning be demanded to prove that these Scripture-^ 
patterns have a voice to us, describing as they do, not the 
custom of a nation, but the instinct of humanity at large. 
In prayer we " fall down, and kneel before the Lord our 
MaKer,*'-^the bended knee, the bowed head, the down- 
cast eye of penitence or the upturned glance of desire, 
befitting those who present their appeal for mercy to 
pardon and for grace to help in time of need. In praise we 
*^ stand up and bless the Lord our God,'' — the posture 
best fitted for the putting forth of vocal power, m6st 
adapted to express active energy, and likeliest to draw 
forth our sympathies into unison with the general 
assembly and Church of thefirst-bom, who stand '^ before 
the throne and before the Lamb, dothed with white robes 
and palms in their hands." In hearing, we follow the 
usage of our own land and our own age, sitting as listeners 
before their teacher, as disciples at the feet of their 
master, as scholars on the form of instruction. 

It is the posture of soul, and not of body, that 
determines the genuineness of our worship^ yet is the 
corporeal attitude often an index of the misntal. There 
are positions which tell of the listless heart, and which 
say of the service as distinctly as if in syllabled words, 
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'' what a weariness is it !*! while there are others which 
no less plainly show an earnest will, a resolute desire to 
bring every power into subjection, and call every energy 
into action. It is a comfort to know that we serve One 
who is acquainted with our frame, who remembereth that 
we are dust, who lays upon us no iron yoke ; but let not 
this His mercy lead us to trespass on his forbearance. 
It is true that the prayer of Hezekiah was received, as he 
lay upon a bed with his face turned toward the wall ; true 
also that Nehemiah's pra3rer, when he stood in the 
presence of Artaxerxes, was accepted as readily and 
answered as graciously as the requests of those who 
" kneeled upon their knees to pray ;" but yet we may not 
question that the sign of homage is congruous — ^nay, 
more than congruous — binding upon us, where there 
exists no actual hindrance. For cases of infirmity, every 
allowance is to be made ; in cases of mere indulgence, 
there is no such clsdm for concession. 

Let us see to it that our occasional or habitual 
deviations from time-hallowed, and reasonable, and 
prevalent usage, be warranted in God's sight. Let us not 
forget that in this,. as in ever3rthing we do, we are bound 
to act conscientiously. Where conformity to the practice 
of our fellow Christians would entail suffering, or such 
a degree of discomfort as might disqualify us for 
rendering spiritual worship, we are unquestionably 
justified in departing from it. Where the case, however, 
is one of preference rather than necessity, the influence of 
our example, the lessening of our apparent sympathy in 
the worsnip, may well be weighed against personal 
ease and individual enjoyment. Not as matters of 
human imposition — ^not as things of ecclesiastical ritual — 
not as minutiae of church order — do we contend for such 
minor observances. We regard them as based on a 
broader foundation. — ^namely, on that discriminating sense 
which we ought to have of the precise nature of the 
exercise in which we are engaged. Let our mind be in 
the frame of supplication, and we shall naturally deem 
the suppliant's posture best, where health and opportu- 
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nity allow. Let us be in the spirit of praise, and then — 
strength permitting — we shall joyfully stand up^ to join in 
•Zion*s anthems. 

Section III. — Guarding the Senses. 

, It must be borne in mind, fiirther, that reverence in 
worship demands the placing of a guard upon our every 
sense. There is much of important practical teaching 
for the adult in the simple couplet that children learn in 
our Sunday-schools : — 

" My eyes, my ears, my tongnCt my heart. 
Should all fulfil their proper part." 

Plain as are the words, and qjear as is their import, the 
self-government they inculcate is of no easy attainment. 

1. The eye / It must not wander like the fool's eye, 
of which the wise man tells us that it is' " in the ends of 
the earth." It must not 45et itself to note the occupants 
of each pew, as it might those of each well filled ** dox" 
in theatre, opera, or concert-room. It must not set 
itself to scan the assembled multitude, as if preparing to 
make out an inventory of all the worshippers present. — 
of their varied costumes — of their comeliness of feature, 
or ungainliness of manner — of their costliness of attire, 
or peculiarity of deportment. It must be turned away 
from beholding, vanity. It must be closed against the 
'distractions of sense. To cite once more from the bard 
of the sanctuary : — 

" WTio marlts ?n churcb-time others' nymmetry, 
Makes all their beauty his deformity." 

Like Job, therefore, we must "make a covenant with 
the eyes." Like the eager throng in the synagogue at 
Jfazareth, we should let our e)res be "fastened" on. the 
preacher, or else on the book. The roving eye is sure 
to be followed by roving thoughts; the fixed eye • 
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amcmg the likeliest means whereby we may attain Sxed^ 
ness of heart. 

Perhaps we may be allowed to suggest the desirable- 
ness that a greater number should be found taking their 
Bibles when the appointed lessons are read, so as to let 
eye as well as ear be united in the work of solemn 
attention. In olden times it wasundoubtedly the custom 
merely to hearken ; but this arose from the paucky of 
copies of the Scriptures. Eager listeners there might well 
be, when Bible-truth could be gathered by the ear 
alone. Ea^er readers let us have, following the public 
lection of the word, now that each is &voured Mrith a 
copy in possession. The Papist might content himself 
to hear the priest read; die Protestant must satisfy 
I^imself with his own eyes, and may well give open proof 
that he can be content widi nothing less. There are 
many grounds on which this practice might be enforced. 
Not only would such a plan be found an invaluable aid 
in fiirthering our usefiil and intelligent participation in 
the act,* but it would tend to demonstrate that the 
volume of inspiration is held in its rightful esteem as the 
highest and tne best of books. Dearly as the Book of 
Common Prayer is prized by those who are wont to make 
use of it in their devotions, it must not be allowed either 
really or apparently to rank above the sacred record ; 
and this it is which makes us enter a protest against the 
conduct of those who are all gravity and decorum while 
the liturgical form is read, but who during the perusal 
of God's word, assume a demeanour which proclaims the 
fact of their regarding it as a mere parenthesis affi>rded 
them for rest and self-indulgence. The eye, we believe, 
has its work to do all the service through ; and to no 
fitter work, do we think, it can be called than that of 
resting with earnest delight on the heaven-writ pages of 
everUusting truth. 

2. Thenar.' That must be attent unto God^s law. 
" I will hear what God the Lord will speak." We must 

* See Note « Appendix, 
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be as intent as were the multitade, when they gathered 
round our Lord, and " were very attentive to hear him," — 
(mara., " hanged on him ") — or, as Dr. Bloomfield gives 
it, '' hung on his words, i.e. heard him with deep interest,'* 
according to the force of the original, iCcicpijuaro avroS 
itcovwy. An easier task on some occasions than on others I 
When a &vorite preacher, graced with the pfts of oratory, 
occupies the pulpit, he is " as a very lovely song of one 
that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an 
instrument,*' the listeners find their attention riveted, and 
their task becomes a delightfiil excitement. But let the 
sameaudience listen to a man whose " bodily presence is 
weak, and his speech contemptible,*' and too often apathy 
will take the place of animation, and a painful struggle 
be felt instead of pleasurable enchainment. There is much 
that is natural in all this.. We are necessarily liable to 
the impressions of outward things; the danger lies in our 
yielding to them. A heavy monotonous style cannot 
readily command our attention ; the danger is lest we fail 
to rouse ourselves to that greater self-command which the 
circumstances require. There is a great liability to 
deception on this head. Under a lively and attractive 
ministration of the word, we may mistake sentimental 
anotion for genuine feeling, and take to ourselves credit 
for loving God's word when we only admire the elegance 
and clearness of its exposition, On the contrary, if the 
I»«acher's remarks are barrenly philosophical, and his 
manner tediously drawling, We may without just cause be 
writing bitter things against ourselves, fancying that the 
toilsome effort we have to make is attributable to oiur own 
lukewarmness about the truth, when it should really be 
ascribed to the difficulty of getting at that truth, hid as it 
is. from our view by the cumbrances with which human 
infirmity has enwrapped it. In all cases, however— 
whether pleasantly or painfully — and when painfully, 
whether the hin^ance be in ourselves or in things 
without us — ^the attention must be unremittingly kept up. 
The vapidness or dullness of the speaker must cause a 
redoubling, not a flagging in the amount of energy pr 
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forth by the hearer. And this exertion on our part will 
be greatly enabled and aided by a true feeling of reverence 
{or the place, and the occasion, and the duty. The words 
uttered in our hearing are (or ought to be) words from 
Heaven ; and as such we should strain every nerve and 

f;ive the most earnest heed, '' lest at any time we should 
et them slip." If we are not found " ready to hear," we 
are offering "the sacrifice of fools." We have not 
merely to listen, but to listen in the right spirit ; to take 
heed "how" we hear, — ^not captiously, critically, cavil* 
lingly, — ^but in an humble, docile, obedient temper. 

As a general rule we have to listen for ourselves, and 
not for our friends. It must be freely granted that there are 
portions of God's holy word, and in like manner portions 
of every sermon that are not suited to our individual state 
of mind ; and it is possible enough that there is seated 
beside us some one for whom we know the strain of 
remark to be specially adapted. In such circum- 
stances, it is next to impossible, and by no means 
necessary, that we should refuse to take cognizance of so 
obvious a fact. On the contrary, we do well to 
realize it, and turn tlie thought of it- to good account by 
lifting up a secret ejacidation, and asking that the word 
may prove quick and powerful through the converting 
energy of God's grace. Of one thing, however, let us 
beware. Never, on such an occasion, to intimate by 
look or gesture that we are applying the word to our 
neighl)our ; never think to further the work by 
an appealing glance or searching gaze. Any such 
attempt to sharpen the arrow of truth, or to infix it the 
more deeply, will oftener prove effectual in blunting it, 
or in causing it to be the more vigorously repelled with the 
shield of impenitence and unbelief. If in some solitary 
ifistance here or there, a mother's pleading look has called 
attention to admonitory words which might else have 
passed unheeded from the pulpit, we think that in nine 
cases out of ten, if not ninety-nine out of a hundred, well* 
meaning but injudicious Christians have, by the 
unseasonable maiufestation of anxiety, unwittingly minis- 
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tered ta the stifling of serioas cotmctions. If the records 
cffall hearts could be unveiled, we believe it would be 
ascertained that an interference so out of time and out «rf 
place as that to which we now allude, has often tended to 
the stirring up of the hearths native pride, or to the 
wounding of the spirit's sensitiveness, and only dis- 
tracted, disgusted, injured, the soul whose profiting 
was sought. The good seed crows not the better, for 
being too intently and manifestly watched. A disturbance 
of the soil may unlodge and lay it open to the winds 
of Heaven, if it has not taken a deep root. Where there 
is a work going on in the soul, it is often best to leave 
that soul for a while with God alone. And if ever this is 
the case, it is surpassingly so in the sanctuary. Wheii 
there, we should be occupied in worshipping Him, not in 
working for Him. We go there to worship Him with 
others, not to watch the eflfect of the service upon them. 
Our zeal at such a time should be '^ the zeal of God's 
bouse ;" else it is a zeal " not according to knowled^." 
—a strange fire that comes not up with acceptance on 
His altar. We must beware of Satan when he would 
distract us from the matter in hand by leading us into a 
by*path, even though that by-path be one of religious 
Hiedttation. He can come as an angel of light, and 
lead us astray with good thoughts as well as evil ones. If 
he can but hinder us, or cause us to hinder others in an 
act of worship, he is little scrupulous as to the means 
wherewith he works. 

(3.) But to proceed : — the tongue, that " glory of our 
finame,'' has its own appointed work to do. " Slow to 
apeak" where its utterance would impede our being 
•* swift to hear," it must on all other occasions awake to 
perform its rightful office according to the nature of the 
immediate duty — joining, as the case may be, in the pre- 
scribed response, or me fervent Amen, or the united 
hymn of praise. It is possible for the thoughts to join 
in worship even when the lips take no part ; but this 
should by no means content us. Where it is understood 
laid expected that all the worshippers should vocally 

c 2 
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unite, (he appar^il; ftiknee of one is so much subtracted 
from the sum totals bo mueh taken from the consentane- 
ousness of the whole. If there are times when we may 
be satisfied to hear the voice of priest, prophet, or apostle, 
leading our devotions, there are also times when we hare 
to heed the inviting accents, '^Come magnify the Lord 
with roe, and let us exalt His name together." It is one 
of the leading tenets of our Protestantism that we cannot 
worship God by proxy ; that the services of God's house 
are to be engaged in by us, and not performed by othera 
in our presence ; that we are to be participants in wor* 
i^ip, not spectators of it. Let us carry out the theory 
into practice. When a whole congregation «stand up 
to read in turn with the officiating clergyman their 
verses of the af^inted Psalms, why should any hold 
aloof as if wishing to have neither part nor lot in the 
matter i or, when the gathered multitude kneel as God's 
holy law is read in their hearing, why should any with«^ 
hold his tongue from the suitable and suitably-repeated 
petition, ^' Lord, have morcy upon us, and incline our 
nearts to keep this law ?" When the great assembly 
joins with one accord in pronouncing that brief emj^atio 
word which is like putting their own signature to the 
petitions that have been offered in their name, why should 
any refrain from the public attestation of assent ? or, whei^ 
the solemn strain of psalmody is raised, why should any 
act the part of mere auditors ? 

There is something amiss when those who can be 
heard lending pdwei^l voices to a chorus or a glee 
in the drawing-room, withhold their aid from the clmnt, 
the anthem, or the simpler hymn-tune of the sacred 
public assembly. Not by them can the declaration be 
made, ''I have not refrained my lips, O Lord, thou 
knowest ; I have not concealed thy loving-kindness and 
thy truth from the gre|tt congregation.*' Not by them 
is the vow made, " I Will greatly praise the Lord with 
my mouth ; yea, I will praise Him among the multitude." 
All indeed are not qualified to lift up their voice in notes 
of praise ; and we would urge none to this exercise 
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who by incapacity for music would inevitably dktract 
■the attention and torture the nerves of those around. 
To all such, nevertheless, we would recommewd, not 
that they leave oft* singing, but that they sing under 
their breath. Let their lips move ; let <!hem enunciate 
the syllables. Visibly though not audibly let theih sing. 
No hypocrisy were this : a hymn may be as sincerely and 
heartily joined in, when whispered forfll w^o mce, as 
when shouted with lungs like those of a fiiteAtor, or 
warbled from a tuneful Uiroat like those of the nightin- 
gales that made the grave of Orpheus their ^resort* 

An important exception must here be made. There 
is danger of giving in to the idea that tmit^ in public 
worship is to be maintained at the expense of individuaJl 
sincerity. Hence not a few regard "<the service of 
song " so exclusively as the act of the worshipping body 
in general, that they join in it mediatiieally rather than 
intelligently, and lose sight lof the ^special appropriate- 
ness or the possibly total inapplicability >of the words to 
their own case. Thus it not unfrequently occurs that, 
in the course of a single servicte, the very same voices 
are to be heard, now giving utterance to tlve most intense 
iervours of lofty desire, to the highest transports of 
Christian rapture, to the most eager anticipations of 
heavenly felicity, and presently waiting forth plaintive 
confessions of unpardoned guilt, the restless miestion* 
ings of unsolved doubt, or the anguished cry of rayless 
despair. That such transitions may^ and mr too often 
do chequer the Christian experience, is incontestable : 
but who wiH venture to tfflSrm that they ordinarily succeed 
each oflier in so marked a contrast during the space of 
one sabba(th-houT, or that amid the sacred engagements 
of such a season a man's last state is likely to be worse 
than his first 1 Let us not gloss over this, but ask and 
candidly an^peer the enquiry. What does honesty, com- 
mon honesty ,-^what does regard to trutii, Christian 
truth, — ^r^quire of us ? 

It may be admissible enough that those who «harm 
iittt social cirdes with their voobI hanAonies should seetr 
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to forego their identity, or merge it in some assumed 
individuality. In so doing they are guilty of no fraud,, 
chargeable with no inconsistency. A musical efiect is 
their professed object, and so long as they pollute their 
lips with nothing which offends against religion or 
morality, they are free to prove the " expressive power " 
of each several passion,— free to let Anger sweep " with 
hurried hand the strings,*^ Hope *^ call on echo still 
through all the song," sad Melancholy '' pour through the 
mellow horn her pensive soul," or Joy advance to his 
" ecstatic trial," — ^free to charm our ears with all 
"Cecilia's mingled world of sound" — ^while no listener 
presumes to ask that the "veering" theme should be a 
true refliex of actual immediate emotion. But the licence 
thus granted in the parlour may not be extended to the 
pew. The cases are by no means parallel. The music 
: of the sanctuary is not a performance designed for the 
gratification of the human ear. It is part and parcel of a 
"reasonable service" paid to the God of Heaven and earth, 
the God of the spirits of all flesh," and must therefore be 
instinct with intelligence, with heart, with genuine feel- 
ing. This duty the Psalmist recognized : " God is the 
King of all the earth ; sing ye praises with understand- 
ing." And the Apostle acknowledged it : "I will sing 
with the spirit, and I will sing wiSi the understanding 
.also." As well — (nay far better) — might our words of 
praise be uttered in an unknown tongue as be voiced 
forth in mere empty tones " where the soul is not." 

A great responsibility, no doubt, rests with those on 
whom it devolves to select " psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs," so as to adapt them to the occasion (m which, 
and the mixed assembly by whom they are to be sung : 
and it would be wiser, if instead of the experimental 
effusions, so precious for usein private, biit so unlikely to 
. meet the wants or express the feelings of a promiscuous 
congregation, the choice fell oftener on those poetic com- 
positions which consist of prayer and praise. ^ Hymns of 
adoration should especially abound among us. It should 
' be remembered that the extolling of God in Hto altri- 
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.bates and works ought to be our chief aim in this part of 
worship; and that if all present were to join in this 
outward celebration, whatever there might still be of 
mere lip-homage, the words uttered would remain in 
tliemselves unchangeably true. To sing more about 
God and about His ways, l^s about ourselves and about 
our own mental workings, would thus save many an 
one from the utterance of solemn lies. 

Yet let it not be thought that when choice has been 
made for us, we are thereby exempted from danger or 
blame, and have only to be blind followers of those who 
may have little or no means of knowing how far we can 
safely tread the pathway they have indicated. At what- 
ever risk, at whatever cost, we must act an upright part 
before Him who searches the heart. We know well the 
various pleas which might be urged, and the many dilK- 
.Gulties whvch might be raised on this point: yet we 
believe there are none which the straightforward and 
steadfast will cannot obviate. ^' If I stop singii^g," say« 
one, ''it will be observed — commented upon — ^perhaps 
talked about." Nay, my friend, not so. Your fellow- 
worshippers ottght to be otherwise engaged than in taking 
notes of your proceedings ; such of them as are not better 
employed are very likely more engrossed with their sdf- 
interests than with the part you take or fail to take, and 
the words you sing or refrain from singing ; and finally, 
were it certain that every eye rested on you and every 
ear hearkened, what are the eye and the ear of man com- 
pared with those of the Almighty ? Which, oh ! which 
is better, to be true and honest in God's sight, though 
you have to blush before your fellow-men, or to keep up 
. your reputation among the short-sighted creatures of a 
day by uttering sacrilegious falsehoods, by taking God^s 
holy Name in vain, by pouring forth confessions you do 
not feel, and making vows you have no intention to 
keep? 

" But," objects another, " it might be that at times 
many would have with one consent to hold their peace, 
and then the swell of voices would be broken, the full 
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outbtirat checked, the tide of harmony stayed." Wfe 
«Lpprehend that the occurrence of such a catastrophe 
^ould be exceedingly rare — so rare, indeed, that its 
suppoeability can weigh nothing in the scale against the 
claims of absolute veracity. Few comparatively are the 
sacred odes in which the alteration of a word or two will 
zxdt suffice to turn the lariguage of assurance into the 
outpouring of an entreaty, or the bewailing of present 
\inregeneracy into the confession of a by-gone rebellion. 
Those who are not quite prepared to say with confidence 
** Lord, L am thine, entirely thine," or " Thee my new 
master now I call," may substitute the payer, "Lord, 
make me thine, entirely ttiine" — ^"Thee my new master 
would I call." Those who have no longer cause to say, 
" When I review my ways, I dread impending doom," 
may alter the accents of terror to those of thankfiilness, 
and may sing, "When I reviewed my ways, I feared 
impending doom." It is seldom that by a hallowed 
ingenuity the thoughtful earnest soul may not readily 
find means whereby to reconcile the seemingly adverse 
daims of public and private duty, — a means whereby to 
secure the accordance of the individual act with the 
:social act, and at the same time the accordance of the 
gpoken words with the itimost thoughts. 

4. It would not be out of place to add that the foot 
and the hand^ as well as eye, ear, and tongue, have to 
be restrained. Such change of poiture as is necessary for 
absolute reKef is not forbidden us; we are not to be like 
ascetics or fakirs, nor have we to endure any self-imposed 
martyrdom; but all the superfluous motions that tell of 
impatience or of unresisted weariness must be avoided. 
The measured beating of time whereby some men, use- 
lessly to themselves and annoyingly to others, constitute 
themselves Uving metronomes, is to be avoided ; for it 
gives the indecorous appearance, if it does not altogether 
prove the reality of their belonging to the number who 

" to church repair, 
Kot for the doctrine, but the muito then." 
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The turning over of leaves, and the finding out ct hjrmn^ 
and chapters, should he gently performed, that e¥ery<« 
thing may be in unison with that quiet hush of the spirit 
which is suitable to the occasion, and that everything 
may aid in requisite obedience to the command, "!^ 
silent, O all flesh, before the Lord, for He is raised up 
out of His holy habitation." 

The question of taking written notes from the preach* 
er's discourse is one on which no definite decision can 
be given. Private edification is thought by some to 
demand it ; and to such we dare not forbid what they 
find a means of profit to their souls. Where the memory 
is a faithful one, we do not hesitate to recommend that 
U should be trusted. Nay, we believe that for this very 
end it, should be trained to fidelity. Far wiser do we 
deem that instructor of youth who, instead of encouraging 
his pupils in a habit which not only weakens their powers 
of mental retention, but risks the disturbing of those 
who sit near at hand by the rustling of their papers and 
the scraping of their pencils, teaches them to lend a 
listening ear, and to treasure up fi'om afler-remembrance 
such illustrations or enforcements of truth as they may 
wish to preserve in written record. There is a noticeable 
sentence in Melvill's Diary. Alluding to the sermons of 
John Knox, he says, " I had my pen and little book, and 
took away such things as I could comprehend. In the 
opening up of his text, he was moderate for the space of 
half-an-hour, but when he entered on application, he 
made me so to thrill that I could not hold a pen to 
write." It would be better for us, and more conducive 
to our growth in grace, if we always heard the proclama^ 
tion of God's truth, not with the temporary thrill of 
enthusiasm which the proclaimer's eloquence may excite, 
but with that abiding fervour of earnestness which the 
truth itself is calculated to enkindle----an earnestness, 
that might well lift us beyond the power of mechanically 
r^stering on paper what is being deeply graven on the 
tablet of the heart. 

Against such as attend the house of God in die cap^ 
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of professed shorthand-writers for the press, tre cantioV 
but enter our protest. They may not be as blameable 
now, as were the same fraternity in the time of Gregory 
Nazianzen and Craudentius of Brescia * They may be 
no longer chargeable either with making unauthorized 
pilferings of pulpit-produce, or with issuing incorrect 
▼ersions of the views and tenets propounded by God*8» 
faithful ministers. They may pay all due regard to 
legal restrictions and to public opinion. In point of 
equity and morality their trade may be unimpeachably 
conducted. All this we freely grant. Still we cannot 
but look upon it, in such circumstances, as a trade; 
and it is as such that we feel bound unhesitatingly to give 
our voice against it. Sabbath-time is thus devoted to a 
department of secular business ; and how men can pursue^ 
within the temple-walls what in point of fact is to them a 
business-avocation, and yet profess to reverence the 
sanctuary, is a marvel. They plead perhaps that it is a 
work of benevolence, and tends to the dissemination of 
religious knowledge and religious truth : — ^then we reply, 
Be it so, practically as well as ostensibly : let no one de- 
ceive either himself or his neighbour by calling that an 
act of charity which is a fruitful source of gain. If it be 
meant as an offering to the cause of God, let it be a pure 
offering. King David scrupled to present to the Lord 
that which cost him nothing ; much more then should 
men shrink from regarding that as a work done for His 
glory which in any way conduces to the replenishing of 
their own purse. If there are some who really do 
this as a labour of love, who do it freely at the cost 
of their own time and their own toil without ever re- 
ceiving (directly or indirectly) the slightest pecuniary 
remuneration, to such our remarks will not apply. 
What we have said on the point in general, may suffice 
as a word of warning to those who pursue a difi^ent 
course. The hint is wcnrth their pondering. 



* S6e Neander'B Ch. Hi»t. Vol. III. Sect III. pt. 2. § 4. 
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Section IV. — Guardino'thb. Heart. . 

We go on to notice that our Work is not ended wh<en 
we succeed in keeping "Eye-gate" and "Ear-gate"* 
closed, — ^when we learn to bridle the tongue, and teach it 
how, when, and what to speak, — or when the law of the 
mind keeps every member of the frame in strict control. 
There still remains the heart to be guarded ; and our 
soul's enemy will care little how we fortify the outworks, 
so long as he can introduce his legions of evil thoughts 
into the citadel itself. Many a subterranean passage he 
has at his command, nay, many a traitor within the 
garrison itself, ready— despite the barring of the main 
entrances — ^to let in the hostile forces by some unheeded 
postern. To come as (Gfod's pebple come, and sit as they 
sit, will not avail ; for this we may do, while yet our 
" heart goeth after its covetousness." 

The extreme difficulty of k^ping a constant restraint 
uponour wandering thoughts, can be estimated only by 
those who are accustomed to the work of self-inspection. 
It is in the very fact of striving to call them home, that 
we discover their proneness to rove. It is in the very 
endeavour to command a united heart, that we come to 
realize how its afifections are divided and scattered. The 
laws of rapid mental association — ^the magnetic power of 
strong earthly interests — ^the inward whisperings of busy 
Memory and busier Hope — ^the glitter and glare of 
mundane vanities — the engrossing details of secular 
business— the intrusive spectres of worldly care — the 
clinging burdens of disappointment and sorrow — all these 
are sufficient to account for the natural tendency to wander. 
But they are not sufficient to excuse its indulgence. When 
a train of thought is suggested, we are not compelled to 
pursue it. The power of earth's attractions should be 
counteracted by the opposing and superior force of 
heavenly claims. The book of mental record should be 
closed, except so &r as Penitence has to drop over it a 
contrite tear, and so far as Faith has to ask for its accusations 
an obliteration through the precious blood of sprinkling. 
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The book of future fate irhich we cannot unseal, shouM 
be calmly committed to Him who can unfold for us leaf 
after leaf as time rolls on its course. The glories of this 
world should sink to nothing in our esteem, when we are 
expressly met to " taste the powers of the world to come." 
The concerns of the body must be laid aside, when we 
are convened with a special view to subserve the welfare 
of the immortal spirit. The cares of life must not be 
stt^red to choke the soil, or the good seed of the word 
will prove unfruitful. The grie& of time should be looked 
at in connexion and contrast with the heavier endurances 
of Calvary, and the exceeding weight of eternal glory 
which is in reserve for the people of God. None of 
these things, then, should be suffered to move us, when 
we are in the Lord's sahctusay. Our resolve must be 
that of the Psalmist, " I will praise the Lord with my whole 
heart in the assembly of the upright and in the congrega- 
tion." Our response to the ** Sursum corda " must ever 
be " Hab6mus ad Dominum :" — to the call, " Lift up 
yvrnv hearts," must be made answer, " We lift them up 
unto the Lord."* To each and every appeal of our 
restless thoughts we must utter the remonstrance, " I am 
doing a great work, so that I cannot come down : why 
shoidd the work cease while I leave it and come down tc 
you?" Yea, though they urge their appeal again and 
again, as many as four times, or even a fifth, or still 
oftener, we must evermore persist in answering them 
*' after the same manner." 

A Missionary returned from the East, was once 
remarking that European Christians would be greatly 
astonished to observe the manners of the heathen assem- 
blies to whom the gospel was announced,— crowds coming 
tpgether out of curiosity, but each following the bent of 
his own fancies, some entering, some going away, some 
reading, some writing, all the while that the preacher 
continued to herald the message of good news. " Ah ! 
my brother/* rejoined the late VJeneraWe William Jay, 
" diis is but doing openly and outwardly what our people 

♦ S« Cjprian " de Ontione Dominica." 
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do secretly and mentalljr; for if our hearers were to rise 
and quit uieir seats as oAen as the^ thoughts leave the 
sacred edifice, our congregations would not long be so 
orderly as they now appear." Could sudi an experiment 
be made among us, the revelation which would ensue 
might have a startling effect: but let ua not forget that 
what would thus shodc us with aH die force of novelty, 
is an iniquity constantly lying bare to the cognizance of 
Him who said, " I know the things that come into your 
mind, every one of them." 

To those who would fain learn how they muy "wait 
upon God without distraction" we would recommend, if 
they are not too fastidious to relish the homely and 
tmvamished quaiiitnesses of our old divines, the perusal 
of Steele's "^Antidote," or as called in ktor editions 
" Remedy for Wandering Thoughts"— -an aUe treatise 
on their nature, their evils, their causes, their cure, and 
so forth. The main remedy, in our opinion, lies (with 
divine help) in the firm setting of our heart \o the duty 
before us, and the determinate entering on each' successive 
part of the sacred exercises as an urgent and personal 
matter. The heart will find enough to fix it, if it be 
seduously making a self-application of aM that goes on. 
It has to join in each petition with a sense of individual 
need. It has to listen to every precept as a call for 
individual obedience — ^to every warning as an intimation 
of individual danger, past or present, actual or possible — 
to every promise as an incitement to individual hope. It 
has to hear of heaven, as a home to be sought ; of hell, as 
a doom to be avoided; of holiness, as an attainment to 
be followed after; of sin, as a hateiUl thing that must be 

?ut away ; of Jesus, as a Saviour to be trusted in ; of the 
loly Spirit, as a Sanctifier whose influences are to be 
invoked. An old writer has said, "Though a perfect 
fixation of thought witl^out any distractions during the 
solemnity is what I believe none can attain to in this 
state of imperfection, yet it is what we should desire and 
aim at, and come to as near as we can. Let us charge 
our thoughts not to wander; keep a watchful eye upon 
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them, and caU them back when they b^n to rove;* 
keep them in full employment about that which is proper 
and pertinent, which will prevent their starting aside to 
that which is otherwise; come, ^' bind the sacrifice with 
cords to the horns of the altar," that it may not be to 

seek when it should be sacrificed And while you 

sincerely endeavour to keep your hearts fixed, be not 
discouraged ; the vain thoughts that are disallowed, 
striven against, and repented of, though they are our 
hindrance, yet they shall not be our ruin." 

Let the heart be right, and there will be very little 
need for any one to count up and reprobate the thousand- 
and-one irreverences which are so rife in our midst. 
We say, "very little need," for we think it will still 
have its uses. We believe there are many who are not 
intentionally wanting in reverence, but whose attention 
has never been drawn to the impropriety of the small 
restlessnesses in which they freely and unnecessarily 
indulge. *' They consider not that they do evil." Need 
we specify the officious politenessf of handing vinaigrettes 
or scent-bottles to those who show no sign of faintness, 
and could have provided themselves with the luxury had 
they been so minded; — ^the thoughtless vehemence with 
which fans are -sported by those who only annoy their 
neighbours, and must needs heat themselves with the 
exertion they put forth ; — the whispers which are de- 
signed to keep a refiractory child in order, but which are 

* Or, as a preacher, eontemporaneous with the aboye, has still more 
forcibly expressed it, " Call in your thoughts while they are within call." 

f We refer expressly to acts of qfficiou* politeness as the only ones censur- 
able, because, to offer all needed acts of kindness is a binding duty. Nothing 
is more openly at variance with the idea of united public worship than that 
selfishness which leaves a stranger standing when a vacant seat is at dis- 
poaal, or which suffers a neighbour to remain unoccupied and unable to 
join in the singing when a spare hymn-book might be handed. True 
worship assimilates the worshipper to the Being adored. Let this 

erinciple be our guide, and we shall never dream that a God of love can 
t rightly venerated by cultivating that degree of abstraction wliich 
-Iiinders us from offering seasonable aid to those who stand in need of our 
assistance. 
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not half so likely to effect the end as a quiet, steadiast, 
earnest look ; — the idle curiosity with which every head 
is turned to watch the pattering hail-storm, or the £dling 
snow-flakes, as eagerly as if the whole congregation had 
been recently impoi^d from those far-off Eastern lands 
to whose natives such objects would be unprecedented 
phenomena;* — the foolish, not to say vulgar fondness 
of exchanging S3rmpathetic looks, and sitting with inter- 
clasped hands, at a time when in the Creator^s more 
immediate presence creature-idolatry ought to find its 
surest check;— or the impatience which closes Bibles 
or hymn booiks, and busies itself in putting them away, 
ere yet the concluding words of chapter, psalm, or 
sermon are uttered. We will not prosecute the list. We 
will say nothing of those more glaring ills which lie 
patent to every observer. We will refirain from the 
superfluous task of reproving such as deliberately set 
themselves to indulge in sleep, or such as defile the 
sanctuary with coquettish glances that might rather be- 
seem the haunts of worldly man of sacred resort. We will 
rather be. content in this matter to refer our readers to 
that solemn confession recorded in the inspired volume, 
" I was almost in all evil in the midst of the congregation 
and assembly." It is no new thing that a "Bethel" 
should become a "Bethaven" (Hos. iv. 15: v. 8: x. 5;) 
or a house of worship be turned into a house of wicked- 
ness. The sacredness of the place, the sacredness of the 
engagement, are no barriers to an ungodly man^s in- 
dulgence in his besetting heart-sin. Demurely enough 
he may seem to sit, while his thoughts the while arc 
plotting how best he mav compass his designs of evil. 
The heart, we again say, the heart must be guarded. 

Section V. — Departure from: the Sanctuary. 



If the affections have been truly engaged in God's 

* Sec Note / Appendix. 
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service, there will follow a desite to do as well as to hear 
His wont. There will be an inwrought earnestness, 
which dreads to be frittered away by an immediate expo- 
sure to earth's levities. Hence there will be reverence 
m departing from the sanctuary as l^ell as in attending 
it. lust as a few moments' silence are prized at the 
oommeneement, so they may wdl be useful at the close 
of cjach feierviee. Our brethren in die North Imve become 
habituated to onnt the practice, and we doubt not that 
they may be as devout without it as we are with it. 
More seemly it nevertheless appears to us, that, Instead of 
hurrying away with somewhat of indecent haste, the 
bowed tead and suppliant attitude should mark the souPs 
wiHingMss to ** abide within God's temple near His side.'^ 
The custom prevalent among us is AiU of meaning to 
the spirit that has been feasting on the rich provisions of 
God's grace. It is a 

^ secret oonuDtmiait 
Between the soul <m earth and God in hearen; 
Retentive hold upon the altar's horn ; 
Lait cordial sip from heaven's refirtshiag itream ; 
Mttk SnppUcation's final wpward gla&ee i 
Withdrawment reverential from the throne ; 
Blest lingering of the heart at Mercy's gate." 

The savour of the sabbath service, moreover, should 
rest on the lips, as the feet retire from the place of 
sabbath worship. We own that we do not freely sym- 
pathize with the sentiment once put forth in an 
influential religious newspaper, which, in commenting on 
the advantages of the Surrey Music Hall for the purposes 
of a religious assembly, expatiated on "the wide circular 
promenade round the interior" as "offering opportunity 
before or after service for moments of decorous and kindly 
enquiry and salutation between rich and pour, such as 
might not misbeseem those who are one in a spiritual fel- 
lowship." In our view, such intercourse, however quicken- 
ed, promoted, stimulated by the exercises of the sanctuary, 
is out of place within its walls. We hold that our great 
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congregations meet for the worship of God — ^for lactoal 
devotion — ^not for the manifestation of those charities to 
which such worship leads and such devotion incites. 
We think that in the temple we get our brotherly love^ 
stirred up, and that from the temple we should go forth' 
to make it felt wherever else our footsteps turn. Friendly . 
enquiries in church, or at the church-door, in the church- 
yanl, or the church-path, may well be an exceptional '■ 
rather than an habitual act, and must be watehed over 
lest they degenerate into occasions of gossiping, and 
means of*di8sipating the serious impressions which havei 
been previously wrought. The salutations exchanged at , 
such times by the ridi are not so often with the poor aa : 
with their own compeers; and not unfrequently are those 
who had momentarily quailed beneath the preacher's 
voice, found dro?ming their convictions in the int«r«. 
change of compliments and jests, as surely ajs their own 
voice is being drowned by the voluntary which sounds 
forth its notes as they pass doorward through the 
aisle. * 

Section VL^^Saceambntal ajstd Wejek-dat Servicbs. * 

The ordinary form of service is that to which our 
attention has hitherto been almost entirely restricted; 
Concerning sacramental and other ohservances^vre shall 
add only a few cautionary remarks. In the first place, we 
would say, that reverence for this department of public 
religious exercises must include a due perception of their 
significance. There must be no mingling of superstitious 
awe, no foolish dreams of sacramental efficacy. The bap- 
tismal water must be approached as a type which signifies, 
not as a magic incantation which works a change of heart ; 
the baptismal rite must be viewed as a "mystical*' rather ' 
than an actual " washing away of sin;" we must ask for 
the baptized a "spiritual regeneration," and«"the ever- 
lasting benediction of a heavenly washing," without which 

• See Note g Appendix. 
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the external sign would remain but a mere dead letter. 
The Lord's Supper must be viewed as a symbolic and 
commemorative ordinance; we must look through the 
sign to the thing signified; we must not receive the 
elements as transmuted into the very body and blood 
of our Lord, but partake of them simply " in remem- 
brance of his deatn and passion ;'' we must "feed on 
Hiip," not outwardly, but "in the heart by faith with 
thanksgiving." The dedication-day when we thus " openly 
before the Church " take upon us "the solemn promise 
and vow," must be viewed as a girding on, fflid not a 
laying aside of the harness. We must regard it as an 
enlistment-day, not as the day of victory ; ,we must bear 
in mind that we have henceforth to seek a daily 
increase of " the manifold gifts of grace," and that we 
have to be led on in " the knowledge and obedience of 
God's word" if in the end we are to obtain everlasting 
life." 

A false reverence for the sacraments is seen, not merely 
in those who idolatrously approach them, but in those also 
who tremblingly keep aloof. Especially is it so in regard 
to the Communion. That for certain classes of men tnere 
needs what our Presbyterian brethren call " fencing the 
tables," is allowed by all parties. Our parochial clergy give 
warning of the celebration, entreat men to consider "the 
great peril of unworthy receiving," and urge them to fear 
"lest after the taking of that holy sacrament, the devil 
enter in as he entered into Judas, and fill them full of all 
iniquities, and bring them to destruction both of body 
and soul." But in the case of a far greater number, the fear 
of "eating and drinking damnation" induces the timid and 
&inthearted to shrink from partaking in the service. Yet 
if the subject were viewed in the right light, it would 
be seen at a mere glance that to neglect a thing is 
not the way of showing reverence for it. Hence the 
forcible language of the exhortation, " I beseech you 
for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, that ye will not re- 
fuse to come, being so lovingly called and bidden by 
God Himself; ye know how grievous and unkind a 
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thing it is when a man hath prepared a rich feast, decked 
his table with all kind of provision, so that there lacketh 
nothing but the guests to sit down, and yet they who are 
called (without any cause) most unthankfully refiise to 
come. Which of you . in such a case would not be 
moved? Who would not think a great injury and 
wrong done unto him? Wjierefore, mQst dearly beloved 
in Christy t^ke ye good heed, lest ye, withdrawing your- 
selves from this holy Supper, provoke God's indignation 
against you.*' 

To the same effect Matthew -Henry in his " Communi- 
cant's Companion:'*— "Think not to say within yourselves 
"We are not cletui, surely we are not clean, therefore we 
come not to the feast. If you are not, why are you nott 
Is there not a. fountain opened? Have you not been 
many a time called to wash you and make you clean ? 
You are not ready, and therefore excuse yourselves from 
coming: but is not your unreadiness your sin? and will 
one sin justify you in another ? Can a man's offence be 

his defence? Instead of making your unreadiness an 

argument against your coming to this ordinance, make 
the necessity o^ your coming to this ordinance an argu- 
ment against your unreadiness. Say not, I am too light, 
too airy, too much addicted to sports and pleasures; I 
am linked too close in vain and carnal company, or 
plunged too deep in worldly care and business, and 
thjBrefore I must be excused from attending this ordi- 
nance ;-^for this is to make ill worse ; — but rather say. It 
is necessary I come to the Lord's Supper, and come in a 
right manner; my soul withers and languishes, dies and 
perishes, if I do not; and therefore I must break off* this 
vain and sensual course of life which unfits me for and 
indisposes me to that ordinance; I must disentangle 
myself from that society, and disengage myself from that 
encumbrance, whatever it' is, which cools pious affections, 
and quenches the coal...... You say you dare not come 

lest you should eat and drink judgment to yourselves. 
That dreadfril word was not intended to drive men from 
the sacrament, but to drive them from their sins... 

d2 
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Judge not amiss concerning tiiis ordinance. It wa» 
instituted for your comfort, let it not be a terror to you : 
it was instituted for your satisfaction, let it not be your 
amazement.'^ 

Elsewhere the same writer has observed; "Ab a pre- 
sumptuous rudeness is a provocation to the master of the 
feast, so a distrustful shyness i^ displeasing to him, which 
looks as if we questioned either the sincerity of the 
invitation, or the sufficiency of the provision. This is the 
fault of many good Christians : they come to the ^acra* 
ment rather like prisoners to the bar, than like friends 
and children to the table; they come trembling, and 
astonished, and full of confbsion." This hint may be a 
useful one. Let us henceforth draw near with holy 
seriousness, yet with humble confidence, — impressed 
with the solemnity of the ordinance, yet encouraged by 
its graciousness, — ^awed by the majesty, yet allured by 
the mercy of Him who invites us, — mindful of the fact 
that we are in a royal banqueting-house, and equally 
alive to the assurance that the King's banner over us 13 
love. 

Those who reverentially delight in the worship of God 
will take pleasure in week-day services. Attendance at daily 
prayers in public is not what we are prepared to recom-*^ 
mend. Such an observance is too often made a substitute 
for family devotion if not for closet prayer, — ^an evil 
effect which cannot be too strongly deprecated. Pavid 
returned from the temple service to bless hi& house- 
hold; and so ought all our church^goings to be aids 
instead of hindrances to personal and domestic worship. 
Our waiting on God's altar mui^t never be deemed a 
compensation for neglect of the family altar. It is 
usually found that one, or at most two services in the 
week is all that the majority among us ean spare for 
public religious exercises, without detriment to those 
of the home and the hearth. To some, a morning 
service has been found convenient; and the establishment 
of Merchant's Lecture, Golden hectare, &c., has been to 
many a valuable guard, laying the hand of friendly 
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admonitory restraint upon them in the midst of their 
secular engagaraents ; checking them in what might eke 
have been £eir too esu^er quest of earthly riches; and 
seasonably reminding them that from God they must 
look for a blessing on their enterprises, that in His fi^ar 
they must regulate all their affairs, and that to His cause 
they must dedicate the first-firuits and due proportion of 
their ingatherings. By others, indeed by the generality 
of persons, an evening hour can be more conveniently 
allotted to the purpose. There are very few who can 
truly plead lack of time as the only reason for absenting 
themselves from such engagements. There are few who 
have not leisure enough to admit of their devoting longer 
intervals for social pleasure of a worldly sort. It is, 
indeed, an undoubted fact that those who are most con- 
stantly i»esent at week-day services, belong in the main 
to those classes whose time is their bread ; yet by them it 
is found that as "^^ the mower loses not a moment by 
stopping to whet his scyihe," so they can work all the 
more vigorously and cheerfully and easily for this re- 
freshment and sharpening of soul. 

On the other hand, such exbra services must not be 
fiuiatically viewed as duties equally binding with those of 
God's own day. They may suitably be regarded as 
pre-^ngaffements, not to be lightly abandoned, not to be 
broken through for the sake of accepting invitations to 
the houses of our friends, as if the society of man were 
preferable to the act of waiting upon Him who should be 
our chief delight, our very all in all. But yet they must 
ever be regarded as pre-engagements depend^it upon the 
ordaining of God's providence, and therefore to be 
foregone whenever home duty precludes their fulfilment. 
The mother, who hastens to an evening prayer-meetings 
when her sick child lies in sufiering or wei^ess; — the 
wife, who leaves her husband to a solitary home, while 
she goes forth to indulge in what perhaps amounts in 
her case to nothing more than dissipation clothed in 
the garb of sanctity; — the sisters, who drive a 
brother to the seeking of out-door amusements, because 
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instead of welcoming and cheering him at the fireside, 
they accompany one another to evening prayers that they 
may join in an act of fellowship with 'members of the 
household of faith ;-r-the feeble, who expose themselves 
to the inclemency of the weather, and thtnk to promote 
the health of their own souls, though they may thereby 
entail on others the sorrows of anxiety in their behalf, 
perhaps even the fatigue of nursing them, and the ex- 
penses of their illness; — these, and many more that 
might be named, are too often making a real duty bend 
to a fancied one, sacrificing judgment to inclination, or 
deceiving themselves and others 1i)y masking their selfish- 
ness beneath the guise of holy zeal. 

Week-day services, when engaged in, should be as 
reverently entered into as those of the Lord's Day. The 
same God is worshipped; the acts of prayer and praise 
are the same; the holy Volume abides unchanged; the 
pulpit exposition is of equally sacred import. As early, 
as thoughtful, as devout, should be the attendance — and 
no less serious, no less earnest, no less collected, should 
be the demeanour of the worshipper. The world must 
again be forgotten, rambling thoughts again put away, 
rankling cares again laid aside. So shall the hour volun- 
tarily consecrated to sacred repose, prove an advantageous 
anticipation of the appointed day of rest, reviving the fast- 
faded impressions of the l^gone Sunday, and helping to 
prepare us for the desired influences of that which is next 
to come. 

Section VII. — Church and Chapel Buildino. 

Reverence for the sanctuary! in what other modes 
will it display itself ? In due care for thepreservation 
and adorning of the building itself. Thus, David: 
"because I have set my affection to the house of my 
God, I have given of mine own proper good, of gold 
and silver, yea I have given it to the house of my God, 
over and above all that I have prepared for the holy 
house; for the palace is not for man, but for the 
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Lord God." In like maimer Solomon ; " the house 
which I am about to build shall be wonderful great ;" 
and he states his reason, ^Hhe house which I build 
is great, for great is our God above all gods." Of 
Joash, in his earlier and better days, it is recorded that 
he " was minded to repair the house of the Lord," that 
he sent forth the priests and Levites to make a collection 
from the people, " and see," said he, " that ye hasten the 
matter." Josiah, also, in his turn sent messengers to see 
that money was put into the hand of workmen that 
" wrought in the house of the Lord to repair and amend 
the house." A similar care and love for God's temples 
in our own day will not allow us inactively to view 
them sinking into dilapidation and decay. Under any 
and every system, there is ample scope for private 
liberality in connexion with the house of God. 

In the performance of this duty, extremes are to be 
avoided, iteverence must not degenerate into superstition ; 
nor must generosity outrun good judgment ; for excess of 
ornament may prove a distraction to the assembled throng. 
There is danger still, as Neander has said, when speaking 
of the church in early times, " lest the artistic element 
should become too predominant for the healthful develop- 
ment of religious morals ; lest external splendour and 
ornament should supplant the simple devotion of the 
heart ; lest sense and imagination should be called into 
exercise more than the mind and the affections." There 
is danger lest Romanism should stealthily creep in, 
and lest worship of art should again be substituted 
for the worship of God. We see no reason why 
altar-cloths should not be handsome ; we do see 
reason why they should not be too richly dight, and 
still more reason why they should not be charged 
with Popish symbols. We find no plea against elaborate 
carvings ; but we find abundant argument against 
the setting up of images in memory of angel and 
apostle, saint and martyr. All due provision for comfort 
should receive prime attention. Every care should be 
taken to provide thorough ventilation, to exclude 
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draughts, to aToid excess either of heat or cold, of light 
or gloom. When the body is subject to endurance of 
any sort, the soul becomes clogged and fettered. It may 
have power to overcome the hindrance, but only after a 
hard and painful struggle, — a struggle that might often 
be spared. 

Reverential esteem for the courts of the Lord will 
quicken a desire to aid in erecting new places ofworehip. 
There are destitute districts at home — ^there are morid 
deserts in foreign lands, which the life-giving streams 
have never reached. There are densely inhabited 
parishes where the existing accommodation for worship- 
pers is insufficient: there are isolated hamlets which 
have outgrown their original dimensions, but still remain 
dependent on some far-distant sanctuary. In such cases, 
the cry must not be suffered to ascend, " No man careth 
for my soul." Those who will not repair to the sound 
of the preached gospel, must have that sound brought 
to their very doors. If an additional place of worship 
is needed, and public funds are not forthcoming, private 
beneficence must draw its purse-strings. If a " poor 
man's church" is needed, let not the boon be lost for 
want of the few thousand pounds which so many a mil- 
lionure could freely give without finding himself any way 
straitened by the act. Or, if the rich man in spiritual 
things grudges to care for the poor Lazarus at his gate, let 
the many combine to do what the one has left undone : 
let the pence drop in till they amount to pounds, and the 
pounds till they amount to thousands : so shall the lack 
be supplied, a fresh temple shall be opened for Code's 
praise, and a new heaven-upon-earth shall be found by 
many a sincere and true-hearted worshipper. 

There will be yet more done by those who truly 
venerate the house of prayer. To have provided accom- 
modation will not be enough to meet their views ; they 
will desire to see the provision made use of, and the 
sanctuaries filled. The raising of the outward fabric 
will not content them; they will long to see crowds 
flocking thither to show forth the praises of the Lord. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MANIFESTATIONS OV REYEBENCE. 63 

They will " pray for the peace of Jerusalem.*' They 
will promote Zion's prosperity. They will use their 
influence with high and low. They will be ready to go, 
or send (as opportunity can be found, or can be made) 
even " into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in 
the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind;" — 
mid then,if they find that "yet there is room," they will go or 
send " into the highways and hedges, and compel men to 
come in," not with the strcmg hand of force, but with the 
accents of friendly persuasion. They will say, « " Come 
thou with us, and we will do thee good ; " " Arise ye, let 
us go up to Zion unto the Lord our God;" " Come ye, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
house of the God of Jacob, and He will teach us of His 
ways, and we will walk in His paths ; " and the answer 
will often be, " We will go with you, for we have heard 
that God is with you." They will say to one and to 
another, " Let us go speedily to pray before the Lord, 
and to seek the Lord of Hosts," to which shall again and 
again be responded, " I will go also." Thus will a 
Philip bring many a Nathaniel by the simple invitation, 
" Come and see," grounded on the personal assurance, 
" We have found." And when God-fearing men, like 
Nehemiah, set themselves heart and soul to the instruc- 
tion of their neighbours, many will be induced to come 
forward with the resolve, " We will not forsake the house 
of our God." As with an angel's touch, these evangelists 
will rouse the sleeper, inviting him to arise and eat, 
while, they point him to the repast which Infinite Love 
has prepared. As if with a voice fi*om heaven itself, 
they will follow men to their caves and hiding-places, 
enquiring " What doest thou here 1 " and calUng them 
forth to " stand upon the mount before the Lord." 

Section VIIL^-Revbrekce in Official Pebsons. 

Something should be said in reference to such as 
minister about holy things. While all the wor- 
shippers of God are to follow after holiness, they must 
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emphatically "be clean, that bear the veesek of the 
Lord/' If it is true that those who t^ach ought to 
practise what they teach, and thatrlhose who occupy the 
most prominent stations ought to let their light beam forth 
with the surer and steadier brilliance, then it cannot be 
amiss to insist on official reverence. 

And first (1) a word as. to those who sustain the 
ministerial office. * There exists a yery prevalent idea 
that the pastor of the . flock ought, like a good and 
watchful shepherd, to keep count of the missing, and 
concern himself to make enquiry as to their cause of 
absence. Nothing is more common than the amazed 
interrogatory, put in the tone of one who feels aggrieved 
by what he deems an intentional slight, " Did you not 
see that I was away on Sunday ? I thought you would 
be sure to nqtice it." Now we esteem it an ill-grounded 
and a mischievous notion on which such a question is 
based. We think that the preacher, as well as the con- 
gregation, comes to worship God. It may be that his 
eye casually rests on some seat that is ordinarily occupied 
by an unfkilingly regular attendant, and he may observe 
that for once it is vacant. The result will naturally be a 
visit of enquiry and sympathy, where illness, or affliction 
in one or other of its varied forms, has been experienced. 
But the attention thus paid is by no means to be regarded 
as a precedent. The kindness thus shown is not to be 
claimed as a matter of course. In nine cases out of ten, 
if the number of worshippers be not extraordinarily 
small, the officiating minister will not "see or know who 
are present and who absent, unless he sets himself to 
the task of a minute scrutiny. This he finds distracting 
to his thoughts ; and amidst the responsibilities of con- 
ducting the service, he feels he cannot execute the 
superadded task without calling in aid. 

What ensues ? The helpmeet, who assists him, so far 
as may be fitting, in the discharge of his multifarious 
duties, finds the burden of looking from pew to pew dele^ 

* See Note k Appendix. 
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gMed ^ li^. ISke also, in fesr i^f ^yraclMtiifig son&e 
'absentee, and tn dread of the i^pi^Miehes which sudh a 
^^self^eounted raaMjrr ctf (neglect^ might be ready 'to 
«fttcir, braves help in her tufn from the quicker ey^^of 
her children. The taUe-tidk aH iftie sabbath ittidday ideal 
in the rectory, the manse, t)r the chapel-h^use, is apt to 
rim a uniform round of qnestioMB ^and aniiwers' as to 
'whether Mr. A. was present, how monfy Stmdays Mrs. B. 
'had been away, how many childten Farmer C had 
iH'ofaght otft with Mm, and who were likely to 'be ^e 
visitOTS'that had accompanied Lord D. Ii^it anymaarvel 
that the children of ministers should so often be cited as 
examples of irreverent behaviour, and thiit they should 
«o frequently grow up 4o be ^undevout in ^e current -^f 
their thoughts and feefcnglBl 

Let 'this evil, we 'entreat, be checked whe^ it arose. 
Let the |)eople feel that with them it has originated. Let 
them be content that their minister should worship un- 
disturbed; Let them rest satisfied wilJi the 4tnowledge 
that in the hour of their calamity or their ptJrplexity, 
they have but to send him a hint^ and he will hasten to 
prove himself their solacer and gmde and friend in 
need. '•• 

(2) A 'paragraph may not be amiss in Tedpect'to our 
church-Avardens and our chapei'trustees. There have 
been seasons when it 'has appeared necessary for such to 
make a protest or dtand of some sort for the truth's sake. 
When an unwor^y occupant by unworthy means ' has 
gained and persists in retaining ^ssession of the ^pulpit, 
— when a half-papistical curate inti^oduces ceremonies . 
that are unwarranted by thembric,^and disapproved of 
by Ae majority of the parishioners,— it is often needfiii 
that a stir should be made. Botwe w>ould ask. Ought 
this to be done in the sanctuary and dui^ing the time df 
worship ? Ought we in these days of purer light, and 
-higher civilization, and improved legislature,- 'to be 
TeviviQg scenes .as in^vevential (though lifft so coarse,) 
as the proceedings at Haworth and Heckmondwike in 
the earlier half of the century ? Anger may occasionally 
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have its ijghteoiiis ^cause ; but when it perturbs the misd 
amid the exercises. ic^ devotion, it is too likely to become 
an unrighteous thing. Our Saviqur, it is true, ejected 
the' mon^y-changj^ with a scourge of small cords; Iwt 
in so doiug^ He;^ted as the Lord of the temple, and 
was ^^ ru^ng as a son over his own house.** The act was 
one. that pertained to His divinity rather ti^an to His 
humanity. We believe that it would always be the 
Christianas wisest path to try what can be effected by 
rempnstranccis, by petitions, by appeals to ecclesiastical 
courts, before seeKing to attain an end, however laudable, 
by dubious means and disreputable violences. Even 
where all quiet earnest effort &ils, we think the questicm 
has still to be conscientiously and prayerfully considered, 
whether it is a positive duty to push matters to the 
extreme by a public demonstration, orVhether it would 
nqt be more consistent with the spirit of the gospel to 
retire gracefully from the contest, to sacrifice the hallowed 
building whicn false doctrine or false ritual has unhal- 
lowed in our esteem, and to trust the cause of truth in 
His hands who can bring triumph even out of seeming 
defeat. 

(3) There are others, whose duty it is to lead the sing- 
ing ; and manifestly incongruous it would be if such an 
office were filled by any who felt no sympathy whatever 
with the spiritual nature of their employment, but whose 
vocal talents constituted their sole recommendation.* 
In the organist, the clerk, and the choir, there ought to 
be the same amount of reverential behaviour as in the 
congregation at large. The hymn or hymns being 
chosen in advance, and due notice of the same being 
sent in to the proper authorities, each ofHcial in the 
musical department should be so early in his. place as to 
receive full instruction ere the commencement of the 
service. Where good management prevails, there is 
seldom any cause why the singers should not pay an un- 
divided attention to sul that is uttered in prayer or jHreach- 

* Sbe Not^ i Appendix. 
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' itig, attd seldom any cause for the whisperings, and 
signallings, and consultings, which have too often dis- 
graced our choristers' seats and our singers* galleries. 
A reverent duty may that be esteemed which consists in the 
selection of fitting tunes by the careffiil adapting of the 
-melody to the theme. Nor less the reverence which may 

"be thrown into the air by those who play and sing it,-^ 
now giving out thfe full power of the instrument and of 
the voice — ^and now hushing their notes into comparative 
silence, according to the idea they would fain express. 

- That to which every good vocalist attends as a matter of 
art and of taste, should to the sweet singers of Israel be 
also a matter of principle and of pious feeling. 

The great attention which has been so commendably 
paid in late years to the cultivation of singing among the 
"million," nas led to the fi*equent use of tune-books 
among those who follow as well as those who lead the 
music. We would by no means object to this in the case 
of such as really find it an effective aid, and thejreby 
have their thoughts set the more free to give exclusive 
heed to the words of praise. All that we fear is lest f&r 
fashion or display's sake, or fi*om some equally unworthy 
motive, the same thing be done by those who have no 
such facility in reading off the notes, and who when 
singing by the eye, rather than by the ear and memo^, 
have their thoughts drawn to the sound more than to the 
sense. We let fall the word of warning. Each must 
judge fi)r himself candidly and honestly as to how, in 
God's sight rather than in man's esteem, he can most 
intelligently and heartily rejoice before the Lord, and offer 
that service which is so " comely for the upright." 

(4) Our door-keepers must not be forgotten — ^those 
whose position the royal Psalmist was ready to envy, 
because, (as it has been not unaptly remarked) they are 
" the first in the sanctuary, and the last out of it.'* The 
ofiice which they hold is, among us, one in which their 
enjoyment is necessarily much disturbed. 'Many a 
casual duty falls upon tnem which must be attended to 

. . at the spur of the moment. They are, as it were, at 
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every one's command ; wid often the calb upoa their 
service are altogether miavoidable. Yet thehrs it may 
1)e to yield these ministrations with the spirit, and there- 
fore with the air, of reverence. If their heuts are 
penetrated with a deep sense of the natmre of the wor- 
ship in which they are seeking to ioin, the resuk mil 
be manifest in their every act ana look aad motioii. 
When released from the earthly clidm which summoned 
them away, they will return to the heavenly duty which 
they had been constrained to suspend; and if their 
hearts are right with God, He will not let them be losers 
for the timefy aid rendered to their fellow-jworshippers. 
But are not those feUow-worsfaiiqpers answerable for it, 
if they impose an unnecessary tax, and break in upon 
the devotions of the pew-opener by the unreasonableness 
of their appearance in quest of a pew ] If there were 
no other argument that m^ht urge men to punctual 
attendance, we think that mere considerateness for those 
who usher them to their seats ought to have its weight. 

(5) In connexion with our main theme, one question 
very naturally arises, which demands most thoughtful 
ex^ination: — How are the young to be trained to 
habits of reverence in the house of God? The difficulty 
will not be much felt in those cases where an excellent 
home-discipline exists ; where, children are trained 
throughout the week to give their mind to all they have 
in hand ; where they are accustomed to 'think hard when 
they are at study, to labour briskly 'when engaged in 
manual occupation, and to play right merrily in the time 
devoted to their sports. The habits of intentness 
cherished at home will minister to the steadiness of mind 
which the " holy place " requirea, and the discipline 
maintained in the school-room wiU be a great assistance 
in checking that restlessness alike of body and soul which 
is so prejudicial in the hallowed edifice. But there are 
others, the neglected^children of the rich, and the neglected 
children of the poor. How are these to be educated dn 
veneration for the place of prayer, and how induced to 
orderly behaviour during the puWc e:iercises of religion \ 
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VaricWB plans eae in agitation mth a vi^w to remedy 
the evil of their accHstoined inattenti?eness. On the 
*'*' vexed question " of separate sabbath-services for 
children, we will not touch. Much i» said, and< much 
felt, on both sidtes ; and it would not comport wijth the 
design of this Essay to enter on the discussion. Looking 
at things a» they have been, as for the most part they still 
ape, and as in many places they are likely to remaiW, we 
have to consider how parents and teachers who take their 
young charge to the* ordinary sabbath-service, may best 
oonmuind their attention and secure their quietness. We 
would decidedly say, it must not be by cuffs and blows. 
Too life-like is the picture that has been drawn of the 
village-pedagogue, and very suggestive of truth- is the 
enquiry, 

" Can he believe mere punishment will bring 

Conviction to the breast where fbllies spring ? 

Can he believe. wbiWjPMptn^ aU ahouP 

To find the whiqpeiing or the sleeping' OK^t, 

With cane upraisedi md Airy in his eye, 

And switching cut that maizes the culprit cry, , 

Can he believe, or will his pupil$ tay 

That tbit^ is worship 09 the Sabbath Day f 

His thoughts in unison, with what they hear 

Of Christian charity, and slavish fear 

Cart out by lore ? No :-*while they- turn again 

To where the pieacher pours his fervii atrain. 

They hear the stroke of prayer book, on the head 

Of some tired sleeper, or their own instead 1*' 

The " stroke of prayer book P' ah ! verily, we shudder to 
record it, in some instances, the Bible or Testament is 
made to serve the same end ; the precious volume of 
Inspiration, the covenant record of the God of love, made 
a cu(i^l in the hands of Impatience; its exterior roughly 
aimed at the head instead of its spirit being gently inAised 
into the heart ! 

Further we would say. Not by incessant watching. 
The citation already made proves how inconsistent is the 
practice of mounting guard to enforce the worship of 
others, if by that very act failing to render a reverentiial 
w<n«hip ourselves* We are aware that the self-denying^ 
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teacher is eveir re«dy to give up his own enjoyment fof 
the > profiting of those committed to his care; but m^* 
contend that he often gives up more than is either 
needful or. desirable. If children think that their elders 
are purposely standing sentinel to watch them, they will 
be but the, more ready to give ihem full employment.^ 
Whereas, let them see that an occasional glance is all that^ 
can be spared them, and that even this glance is aA 
interruption in the midst of solemn duties, they will the 
more readily come under the power of silent example^; 
The reverential demeanour of tne instructor is likely to 
tell with most force upon the conduct of the pupil. 
, In addition to this, much depends on the tuition given; 
It is fiu* easier to persuade than to drill children into 
what is right; not easier only, but more satisfactory. 
When reverence is a voluntary, it then becomes a 
reasonable service ; and only as such, is it acceptable in 
God*s sight. In our teachings of the young, therefore, 
we must set forth solemnity of worship as an imperative 
duty; we must dwell on its necessity, its obligation, 
its advantages ; we must make known the hindranoes 
which might war against it, and urge the motives which 
may constrain to it. Let us instil into them a true idea 
of what the sanctuary is, by representing it as the 
audience-chamber of the King of kings, the earthly 
temple of the heavenly Majesty, the outer court (as it 
were) of heaven itself. Let us engage them to be no mere 
lookers on, but actual partakers in the worship. Let us' 
teach them that when prayer is offered, it is not enough 
that they kneel down, and utter words of supplication, 
but that they should seek to feel, ^' That is what I want ; 
I will ask it for my self. ^^ Let us teach them that when 
thev sing God's praises, they are joining in angels' work,, 
and should seek to do it here on earth as Cherubim and 
Seraphim are doing it on high. Let us teach them that 
when God's word is explained, they should listen for all 
that they can understand, watching for every favourite 
text, every short sentence, every simple idea, or every 
beautiful image, that is within reach of their mental grasps 
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When once induced to try this plan^ they will be cheered 
by the pleasant fidling on their ear of well-known truths 
which they will meet and welcome like old familiar friends ; 
and still more will their delight be quickened, when they 
are rewarded from time to time by the few crumbs that a 
godly minister of Cl^rist Jesus will not unfirequently throw 
fEHit on purpose for (he '^ babes " who " have need of 
milk and not of strong meat.*' Awaken a willingnes&r to 
hear, and the main difficulty is removed. Awaken a 
willingness to hear, and then whether the service be 
pofessedly for the juvenHe or for the adult, the child Will 
not go away without having picked up a child's portion. 
When the heavenly manna fiJls, let there be an earnest 
desire to go forth to the gathering of it, and it will be 
found that each has gathered ^' accordii^f to his eating." 
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CHAPTER rv. 



mGnsBwan'^ tq laKvxsBKGs.. 



Section I. — ^Reyerengs Recomubndbb. 

There axe various considerations that should stimulate 
us to the sacred duty of which we have been treating. 
There are some, for instance, that arise from the nature 
of reverence itself. Thus we may begin by observing 
(1) that, neither by child nor by grown man, should it 
De associated with a notion of irksome restraint. True 
reverence is closely linked with love, that love which 
casts out fear. Etymologically viewed, the word might 
convey an impression of dread, but yet with a softened 
rigour, as applicable rather to the child than to the 
slave.* Viewed in relation to our earthly pursuits, vene- 
ration is found compatible with warmest aflection. The 
more thoroughly a man is impressed with the vastness 
that characterizes the realms of science, and the beauty 
that adorns the walks of art, the more unremittingly will 
he pursue his arduous researches after the true and the 
beautifiil ; while yet the more undistractedly he prose- 
cutes his studies, the more he will find his interest 
excited and his delight .enhanced. Look also at our 
secular relationships. Does not the wife " reverence her 

* See Note k Appendix. 
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husband," the child his parent, the pupil hi^ teacher, 
the handmaid, her mistress, the subject his king \ Yet 
who shall say that this is incompatible with die most, 
heartfelt attachment 1 Nay, do we not revere most, 
where most we love 1 

GU>d is our Maker, and we might well ask, " Shall not 
His excellency make us afraid,, and His dread fall upon 
us ?" H-e has an indefeasible claim te our allegiance, and 
has aright to expostulate with us in »uch; terma as these : 
''A son honoureth his father^ and a servant his master; if 
then I be a father, where is mine honour ? and if I be a 
inaster,. where is my fearl'' But He is. also a God of 
mercv, and His goodness is an additional reason why we* 
should shrink from offending or insulting Him,^*an ad- 
ditional reason why we shoidd bow before Him with the. ' 
fealty of grateful as well as adoring homage. ^' The fear 
of the Lord," says the son of Siracfa, "is me beginning of 
Hia love." It is on the^graciousnass. as well as the great- 
ness of Jehovah, that the Psalmist bases the desirableness, 
and excellence of. His worship. " I will freely sacrifice 
unto thee, I will praise thy name, for it is: good." " Yq 
that stand in the house of the Lord, in the courts of the- 
house of our God, praise the Lord, for the Lord is good." 
When, we are called to " sing unto th^ Lord anew song," 
i^ is to be in the remembrance and under a sense of the 
" marvellous thiags " which He has wrought. If " in 
His temple " we are to " speak of His glory," it is not 
alone because " He sitteth upon the ^od, yea, sitteth 
King for ever," but also because He " will give strength, 
unto His people, and will bless His people with peace." 
There is "beauty" as. well as "strength" in His sane* 
toary. We think of His " lovingkindness in the midst 
of the temple," and with the more fervent adoration we 
^el that "according to His. name," so should be His 
" praise unto tiie ends of the. earth..". We are to " enter 
intiff His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts 
with praisfB," we are to " te thankfid unto Him and 
bless His name, because the Lord is good, His mercy 
ia everlasting, and His tri;^ endn.reth'to all generations." 

E 2 
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(2) iTrue reverence Is mingled with joy, " Serve tli^ 
Lord with gladness." " Come before His presence* 
with singing." " Let us make a joyful noise unto the' 
rock of our salvation.^' *' Sing praises unto His name • 
for it is pleasant." " Praise ye the Lord; sing unto the^ 
Lord a new sons, and His praise in the con^egatiott of 
saints ; let Israd rejoice in Him that made mm ; let the 
children of Zion be jo)rful in their King." It is whefr 
most we enter heart and soul into the worship of our 
Father in Christ Jesus, — ^when closest we draw neat to 
God in the full assurapce of humble faith and ho|)e,— - 
when most sincerely we blend our supplications with 
those of our earnest fellow-worshippers, — ^when most 
intently we drink in the doctrines, reproofs, and ^conso- 
lations of the preached word, — ^that best we realtee the 
fulfilment of God's promise, the enjoyme^it of His presence, 
the vouchsafing of His spiritual blessings, the uplifting 
of our souls from earth to heaven, the unfolding to our 
view of the splendours of the Celestial City. Then it is 
that we pre-eminently find it good to "wait upon the 
Lord," refreshing to " drink of the brook by the way,** 
exhilarating to taste of "the communion of saints" and' 
to hear of " the forgiveness of sins." Then it is that we 
are made " jo3rful in the house of prayer." Then it is thil 
we mount as on eagles' wings, and t^e many a Pisgah 
view of that promised land which we hope one day to 
reach. Then it is that our Christian joy is at its highest 
tide, — its highest, that is to say, until the finite barriers 
of this our mortality shall be withdrawn, and our felicities 
be made as nearly infinite as creature-existences can ever 
know, as nearly infinite as creature-existences can bear. 

(3) There is a calm trustingness, also, which will 
sprinff from a right veneration for the sanctuary. Need- 
less fdarms will to a great extent be quelled by the deep 
and abiding sense of Hiis presence who is at once the 
Lord of the temple and the Refuge of His people. No- 
where should self-possession, nowhere should presence 
of mind be easier than in the house of God. We all 
know how suddenl;^ a panic may be allayed by the peace- 
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diffusing accents of some speaker well endowed with the 
tact of swaying multitudes by the commanding tones of 
his voice and the powerful weight of his influence.* 
Surely then if the consciousness of a human presence, 
a human sympathy, a human guidance, can thus at times 
avail to control our rising fears, how much more effectu- 
ally may such terrors be dispelled by a sense of the 
nearness and the protection of One who is divine. 

If anywhere, then assuredly in the sanctuary, we 
ought to be able to cry, " We will not fear, though the 
earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried 
into the midst of the sea ; there is a river, the streams 
whereof shall make glad the city b( God, the holy place 
of the tabernacles of the Most High ; God is in the 
midst of her, she shall not be moved ; God shall help her^ 
and that right early." If an)rwhere, then assuredly in 
the sanctuary, we ought to remember that God has power 
to rescue us from <&ngers the most imminent and the 
most fearful. If anywhere, then assuredly in the sanctu- 
ary, we ought to feel that our times are in His hands ; 
that when He summons us hence, we must obey the call ; 
and that until He summons, nought can snap the thread 
of life. " He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most 
High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty." 
In life as well as jn death, in God's house as well as in 
our own, we may learn to. say, " I will fear no evil, for 
Thou art with me." We have no promise that the last 
messenger shall not strike his dart while we sit or kneel 
within the house of prayer ; for there were Galileans 
" whose blood Pilate mingled with their sacrifices." But 
let us be found truly revering that house of prayer by 
rightly entering into all its engagements, and we may 
well feel that there could be no place, no occasion, no. 
frame of mind, in which sudden death would take us less 
at unawares, or be likely to find us more prepared. 



* As, for pxample, when Luther was preaching his fiirewelUsermon at 
Erfurt before proceeding to Uie diet at Worms. See* D'Aubigny's Hist. 
Reform, bk. VII. ch. viL 
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Section 11. — Reverencb Urgbd. 

Would we have our hearts quickened to this lovefol, 
joyful, trustful reverence 1 There are three considerations 
which may help to its inducement ; — ^the greatness of the 
God we serve ; — the importance of the interests at stake ;~ 
and the consistency which a Christian profession demands. 

(1) The greatness of the God we serve should impel us 
to reverence His house. ** Be not rash with thy mouthy 
and let not thine heart be hasty to utter anything before 
God ; for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth." We 
must recollect the personality of Him we worship, and 
we must also bear in mind the nature of His personality. 
We must realize that He is. To us He must be known 
as the great I AM. This is a truth involved in the very 
id^a of right worship. " Worship," it has been well said 
" is the communion of mind with mind — not only the 
sympathy of worshipper with worshipper, but the 
communion of each and all with the worshipped. There 
can be no communion or sympathy with a force ; no 
intelligent adoration of a law; no affections can be 
warmed, and excited, and drawn forth in psalm and song, 
towards a mere senseless physical power — an unintelligent 
' mechanical necessity ! Without, a personal God, every^ 
thing like worship is a mockery and a lie."* But further 
we have to remember what God is. Never must we 
forget that " God is greater than man." Nevpr must we 
forget that before Him even the angels veil their faces. 
That He should admit us into His presence at all might 
well astonish us ; " behold, even to the moon and it, 
shineth not ; yea, the stars are not pure in His sight : 
how much less man that is a worm." Surely there is 
abundant cause why we should reverence that " glorious 
and fearful name," the Lord our God. 

Would we " give Him the glory due unto His name V* 

* See an Exposition of the twenty-fourth Psalm, published under the 
title, '* The Royal Bsf change -and ^e Palace of Industry ; or, the Possible 
Future of Europe and the World.*' 
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then we must " worship Him in the beauties of holin^s.*' 
A realizing sense that He is ^' the high <God^' awakens 
the earnest enquiry, " wherewith shall I bow myself before 
Him ?" and opens omr eyes to see that die courts of the 
Lord's house should be emphafticjally " the courts of His 
holiness " — ^yea, His temple gates " the gates of righteous- 
ness.'* " Thus we read, "holiness becometh thine house, 
O Lord, for ever." This is the law of the house ; upon 
the top of the mountain, the wholeliroit thereof round 
about shall be most holy : 4)ehold, tim is the law of the 
house.*' No arbitrary law ; for it is '*the house of the 
great God," the " house of the <Jod of heaven.^ " God 
is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and 
to be had in reverence of all tfiem that are about Him." 
The King of kings comes in to see the guests who fill 
His house ; and what, alas ! do His all-seeing eyes too 
oft behold ! Where does he find the fitting garb which 
the occasion demands 1 where the prostration of spirit 
which should mark the creature when worshipping the 
Almighty Creator t Well may a malediction rest upon 
the insincere ! Well may the re^buking words be heard 
fi*om heaven,—" Ye oflfer polluted bread upon mine altair, 
and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee 1 but if ye 
offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil ? and if ye offer 
the lame and sick, is it not evil ? offer it now unto thy 
governor ; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy 
person ? saith the Lord of hosts... I have no pleasure in 
you, saith the Lord of hosts, neither 'will I accept an 

offering at your hand Ye brought that which was 

torn, and the lame, and the sick ; thus ye brought an 
offering; should I accept this cf your hand? saith the 
Lord. Cursed be the deceiver,' which hath in his flock a 
male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt 
thing ; for I am a great King, saith the Lord of hosts, 
and my name is dreadful among the heathen." "To what 
purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto mel 

saith the Lord; when ye come to appear before me, 

who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts 1 
Bring no more vain oblations : incense is an abomination 
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unto me : the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of 
assemblies, I cannot away with : it is iniquity, even the 
solemn meeting : your new moons, and your appointed 
feasts, my soul hateth; they are a trouble unto me; I 
am weary to bear them." " I hate, I despise yovtr feast- 
days, and I will not smell in your solemn assemblies ; 
though ye. oflfer me bumt-oflferings, and your meat-ofier- 
ings, I will not accept them ; neither will I regard the 
peace-offerings of your fat beasts : take thou away from 
me the noise of thy songs, for I will not hear the melody 
of thy viols." No marvel that we so often mourn an 
absent God^ when we strive so little against absence of 
heart in His worship. It is when we forget that it is 
" the house of God," that we cease to find the sanctuary 
to be " the gate of heaven." Were it in our esteem more 
invariably a ^' Bethel," we should more constantly find it 
a " Jehovah-Shammah," and say. The Lord is there. 

(2) The greatness of the interests at stake may well in- 
cite us to a right attendance on God's ordinances. These 
are the harvest-times of the soul ; and " he that sleepeth 
in hiarvest is a son that causeth shame." They are the 
banquet-tables set out with abundance of spiritual pro- 
visions ; but " the slothful hideth his hand in his bosom, 
and will not so much as bring it to his mouth again." 
They are golden opportunities for laying in stores of 
heavenly knowledge ; but those who " will none of God's 
counsel, and despise all His reproof," shall '' eat of the 
firuit of their own ways, and be filled with their own 
devices." They are the handposts to warn us of danger, 
and to point us to the only remge ; but " the simple pass 
on, and are punished." They are intervals afforded for 
the burnishing of our lamps, the replenishing of them 
with oil, the trimming of their darkened wicks, and the 
reluming of them from the golden candlestick ; but there 
are many who will have to start up at the midnight-cry 
with the piteous liunent, " Give us of your ^ oil, for our 
lamps are gone out." 

It is worthy of remembrance, however trite the remark 
< ;may seem, that no religious exercise leaves us as it found 
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118. Each is an item added to our liat of privileges ;-^ 
each, therefore, an item that swells our responsibility. 
The influence of each is, moreover, a positive influence 
^either for good or for evil— either fot weal or for woe. 
Improved, it brings a man nearer to happiness and 
holiness, to God and heaven. Wasted, it leaves a man 
harder in hearty further from God, riper for destruction. 
Reverently observed, the sabbath and its services are 
found to be the channels of '' mercy distilling " from on 
high ; for then it is felt that God '' sends help from the 
jsanctuary, and strengthens us out of Zion." There axe 
awakened or revived in the soul believing recognitions of 
God's being, of His ways, of His words, of His will ; — 
of the Father's matchless love^ of the Saviour's redeeming 
grace, of the Spirit's divine influences. There are fresh 
realizations of self, and self s demerits; sin,, and sin's 
wages ; hell, and hell's endlessness. There are new views 
xof the law, and its power to condemn ; of the gospel, and 
its power to bless. There are new heights of adoration 
reached; new fervours of entreaty experienced. There 
is the unloosing of many a fetter, the removing of many 
a burden ; — the load of sin falls off beneath the cross of 
Calvary, the weight of care is laid down before the foot- 
stool of divine mercy. There is light thrown upon many 
a providence ; the soul, perplexed with doubt and over- 
whelmed with " piainful " thought, learns in " the 
sanctuary " to understand the doom of the ungodly, the 
issue of sanctified affliction, and the righteousness of Him 
who doeth alt things well. There is the clearing up of 
the believer's evidences ; the' stimulating of his « soul to 
holy duties ; the weaning of his heart firom undue earthly 
affections. There is renewed sympathy with " the holy 
catholic church " — fellowship with saints on earth, known 
by whatsoever name, assembled in whatsoever clime, 
worshipping afler whatsoever model — and fellowship with 
" the cnurch of the first-bom," the redeemed in glory, 
who have exchanged the imperfect services of earth for 
the sinless, stainless, breakless worship of a blissful 
immortality — yea, and fellowship also with the angelic 
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iiosts, in emulation of their ardour, and in imison witb 
their rapturous song. The sool thus becomes "as a 
"watered garden f and not only so, but as a garden in the 
midst of which gushes forth *' a spring of water, 'who^ 
waters fail not," a "well of water springiM irp into 
everlasting life " and flowing forth to the refreshment and 
invigoration of arid deserts round. But indolently and 
irreverently wait upon a temple-exercise, and deplorable 
are the results. The loss sustained is well nigh incalct)^ 
lable. It is not only that the salutary influences of the 
one service have been forfeited, but " from him that harti 
not is taken away even that which he had." His heart 
.is beclouded, his apprehensions of truth dimmed, his 
hatred of sin lessened^ his • desires after holiness cooled, 
his sensitiveness of sfnritual feeling benumbed, his 
impressibility of heart impaired, his load of guilt 
increased, his exposure to divine wrath aggravated, his 
soul's salvation in every way imperilled. Truly " it is a 
snare to a man to devour that which is holy." 

Alas ! we deal not with things eternal as we do with 
the things of time and sense ! 

** How backward, how prepoaterDUs is the motion 

Of our ungain devotion ; 
Oar thoughts are millstones, and our souls are lead, 

And OUT desires are dead : ' 

Our «row8 are £urly piomis'd, fuatly paid : 

Or broken — or, not made : 
Our better work (if any good) attends 

Upon our private ends : 
In whose performance one poor worldly scoff 

Foils us, or beats us off. 

• • • • 

But at the earth we dart our wing'd desire j 
We bum, we bum like fire: 

• » • • 
Still, still we ding to earth ; we fly, and paff, 

Yet fly not fast enough : 
If pleasure beckon with her palmy hand, 

Her beck's a strong command : 
If honour calls us with her courtly breath, 

An hour's delay is death : 
If profit's goldeo-finger'd charm inveigles, 

We clip more swift than eagles." 
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Fain would we command words banting e&ongk to brand! 
with an enduring stigma the odious evil -of iireverent 
behaviour in the house of God ; and fain would we have- 
recourse to a colouring high enough to pourtray with' 
anything Hke fidelity the strong contrast which is 
manifest between our earnestness in things secular and 
our indifference to things sacred. 

Visit the scenes of business. There' you observe the 
merchant and the trader, with every thought engrossed, 
and every faculty alive. Rep)air to the hi^ls of science. 
There you behold the .votary of wisdom, ^ving his 
undivided attention to the chosen theme of study. 
Enter the saloons dedicated to art. There you witness 
the entranced look and radiant eye, which tell of in- 
tensest pleasure. Approach the royd palace on the day 
of levee, and you note the privileged visitors in fair 
array pressing forward, ready to encounter inconveni- 
ences not a few, if so they may reach the presence-cham- 
ber, and pay homage to their Sovereign. 

But pass on to the house of prayer. Is it full ? you' 
argue that some popular preacher is about to occupy the 
desk. Revisit the same building on an ordinary occa- 
sion. You find the attendants les^ numerous and 
more tardy. You watch the llate comers, and no blush of 
confusion and conviction' mantles their cheek ! Words of 
petition are offered, but how little true prayer ascends to 
heaven ! The songs of Zion are heard, but in how few 
of those present does celestial joy make the countenance 
to shine as witb the reflected glow of heaven's own 
brightness! The preacher addresses himself to his 
work ; he is manifestly a man of experience, intellect, 
sound judgment, and vital piety; in his mouth are- 
words of wisdom, and on his tongue the melting accents 
of kindness ; he sets forth the truth in its purity ; he sets 
it forth ably and attractively, fiiUy and forcibly ; his- 
manner is winning, and his language grateful ; his argu- 
ments are logical, his illustrations apt, and his appeals 
powerfiil. But he is for the most part sowing by the 
wayside, sowing on the rock, sowing among thorns; 
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There is fire axidthetr^' is fenrpur in thQ pulpit/, but cold, 
chill, icy in^fferenpe in many ^ p^w. T-he words of 
benediption are., prpnounced, and the assembly is 
dismissed. Son^e carry aw^y with them a precious 
gleaning^ of scriptural knowledge and heavenly wisdom ; 
but many more are retiring with only an added weight 
of " wrath against the day of wrath." 

Linger in the burial ground, while the congregation 
dUperseSt Mark the sward-covered graves beneath which 
lie the ren^ains of such as onc^ were wont to be convened 
within those hallowed walls. IJere lies the unbelieving 
worshipper, one who went up ftp' God's house because his 
neighbours went^ but who si«^, no reality in the work.; for 
Gpd and His truth, Christ aqd His love, heaven and its 
joys, hell s^nd its w^qs, were to bioQ.asparts.of a cunningly- 
devised fyipl^. Here lies the unfeeling woi^shipper, one 
who had long; '^x^pme and gone &om tb^ plikce of the 
hply^" but who remained for avight of spiritual progress 
like ''a door on its hinges," swinging to and fro, yet 
senseless and sensationless, not only unimpressed, but 
hardened against impression. Another hie jc^ei points 
to. " theimpmictual worshipper" — another to " the occa- 
sional worshipper V — rand yet anoth^ to "the formal 
worshipper," On a^ side the Pharisaic, who sought 
praise of, men; aqd on the other, the self^-righteous, who 
thought to purchase the. favour of God* The openly, 
irreverent lies here ; and there the secretly undevout. - In 
this spot is laid the superstitious ; and in that, the pre- 
sumptuous* But our eye can rest also on many a narrow 
bed wherein are interred the mortal remains of true, 
spiritual, earnest, hearty, devout^ intelligent, zealous, 
heayef^ly'-mind^ worshippers. Side by side the two 
classes once used to sit intermingled in the house of God; 
side by side they now repose in their long hom^ ; side by 
si^e they will sleep till the resurrection-trumpet sounds ; 
though not side by side will they stand at the judgioEkent- 
bar, not side by si4? will they abide throughout eternity. 

Let not the reader turn aside with the impression that 
this i« a fancy, sketch. Nay, it is no dream that worship- 
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pers arc- mortal — ^no dream tfafit^soonerov later they nftust 
lie downt beneath the doda of the valley — n^ dteaiii- that 
on their tombs an angelie hand could trace (if sttoh w^e 
the will of Heaven) a correct register of their earthly wor- 
ship— no dream that they shall one day rise, some to* 
serve God for ever, in the heavenly temple; some to- be 
for ever banished to tiiat dungeon df despair; where 
song& q£ pmse shall never sound, where petitioni^ for 
mercy shall: never: find acceptance, where prbclamatiorts 
of pardon shall never! more be made. Oh ! that we 
could be stirred' up tovfeel the solenmity' which attaches 
to every opportunity we have of waiting upon ©od< in 
His house ;-^it8> solemnity as regards oui^ preis^t wel^ 
fare;'^its solemnity aa regaids our fliture prospects^ 

(3). Christian' oomistency €undu8efulmMrA!ixsl9x\iSL from 
us reverentialrworship; Ev^i the mo^t devout Christians 
need stimulathig to: higher intentness in their' sanctuary- 
duties^. * Never^U ' the church: " arise ' ai*d' shine," until 
she has • learned to render a holier worship: Her; mille- 
nial ^ory will be connected with purhy of devotion. 
Lt is when God is: glorified^ in the midjst^of ' His people 
that "all fiesh' shall comer to woi^ip*' befbre Him. It 
is when the? church is: ''^ willing in the^ day of God's 
power," aikL serves Him "in the beauties; of Holiness," 
that her converts shall be " numerous as the drops of 
(kw" "fiponrthe WK)iiib oi the' morning:" 

That the cause of:truth makes so little prbgress* in our 
midst is inrgreat paart to be accoimted for by the formality 
visible in our prayers and praises. Who does not knX)W 
the effect wrought on the mind>of the bystatider when he ' 
sees some Biomish priest going through the prescribed 
ritual with a' cold' sneer' upon his^ lips, or a t^infele' 
of merriment inhisreyel who does not coflclude that' he 
is aninfidd at heart ;' an infidel so far as Rome^s autho- 
rity is concerned, . else he would revere instead of scorn- 
ing ; and an infidel also aes it regards an authority still 
higher, else wouldi the mummeries connectfed with the^ 

* See Note I Appendix. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



84: BfCITEMENTS TO REVSRENCX. 

false worship* inspire him with grief instead of laughter. 
And if it be so, what is the legitimate conclusion which 
the atheist may oftea think himself entitled to form, 
when he beholds* in our Protestant churches* the 
imconcealed or ill-concealed lightness* ef behaviour 
which chaxacterizes the worship of many so-called 
Christians ? is it unnatural that, he should deem religion 
a lie, and religious observances a vain show, when 
he sees such a lack of earnestness in ^ose who 
pretend to think them real and profitable ? If the incon- 
sistencies of the Christian in daily life bring the truth 
into disrepute, how much more must our Master's cause 
be endamaged by the inconsistencies of our sabbath- 
hours, — ^by the shortcomings of which we are guilty in 
the place where we ought most easily to redize tfie 
presence (rf Him who is the Searcher of hearts ! 

It is no wondev that the coldness and heardessness of 
^our services are a great handle for the cavillings of the 
infidel; or that the comparative firuidessness of our 
public ordinances gives the enemies of the Lord occasion 
to blaspheme, and fiimishes the adversary with cause to 
speak reproachfully. By our meeting together we chal- 
lenge the observation of the world ; " what manner of 
persons therefore ought we to be" in the holiness of our 
deportment! It is well to consider seriously what the 
ungodly expect, and have a right to expect, in the 
worship rendered by a Christian congregation. They 
expect to see fruit corresponding to our high profession^. 
We profess to be pilgrims^ and sojourners on the 
earth ; then we are not expected to shew more zeal 
for the engagements of time than for those which 
concern a never ending life. We profess to have 
renounced the pomps of ' this world, the lust of the eye, 
and the pride of life ; then we are not expected to turn 
the house of God into a Vanity Fair. We profess to 
remember that "the time is short," and that its brief 
space is but the vestibule of an. eternity whose duration 
the human heart is unable to conceive ; then we are ex- 
pected to lose no fleeting moment which might be 
^ redeemed " for our immortal interests. We profes§ to 
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deem the consecrated place V a little heaven below ;^' then 
it is taken for granted that our feet should often tread the 
path that leads to it. We profess to delight in communion 
with God; then it is no unreasonable thing that we 
should be looked for in the spot where that fellowship is 
likely to be the closest and the sweetest. We profess to 
love the brethren ; then it is a warrantable anticipation 
that thel sincerity of our Christian love should evince 
itself by the freqy)?ncy and sympathetic fervour wiih- 
which we join in spiritual exercises with the assembly of 
saints. We profess to long after holiness ; then it is to 
be looked for that we should sedulously frequent the 
place of holy influence and holy instruction. We profess 
to be conscious of our own weakness and our dependence 
on God's aid ; then consistency manifestly requires that 
we should wait on Him in the use of those means which 
He has Himself appointed for the growth and invigora- 
tion of our graces. We profess to receive the word of 
the gospel; not as the word of men, but as it is in tnrth 
the word of God ; then it necessarily follows that we are 
bound to.be not hearers only but doers of the same, — and 
earnest heariers in order to be faithfiil doers. We profess 
to consider the heavenly treasure as entrusted to " ear- 
then vessels that the excellency of the power may be of 
God ;" then we shall be found faulty if we think less of 
the living water than of the pitcher which contains it. 
We profess to have consecrated ourselves and our all to 
God; then it surely behoves us to carry the sweet 
incense-fragrance of the temple into our business, and not 
to let the mephitic vapours of earth cling about us in the 
temple. Let us be what we seem to be. Let us be real, 
and not only apparent worshippers. Let our adoration, and 
our prayers, and our preaching, and our hearing, be acts of 
positive, not of mere nominal worship. So shall there be 
more actuality in our whole Christian life ; and thus 
more weight in our Christian example, more effectiveness 
in our Christian influence, and a greater blessing upon 
our Christian exertions. " Out of Zion " will ever come 
heaven's best blessings to ourselves, and heaven's best 
blessings to the world around. 
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CHAPTER V. 



XSQSCLUSSOK* 



Oqii ,8u1^t mxy we& hsA tts to institute ta tdose self- 
9(ir»tii¥)r.. *^ jUt wovii be greatly wbe to talk " indi our 
sfmctuaury^hours, ''fmda^liimmiwiistTrepQrt iliByi)ore(o 
beaa^en, And jbow^tbey might haive :barnie more irelcome 
news." It "woidi be yvtell jbo dnqiiiie, on iretaiing from the 
house of God, H«v!e I ^entEfiflcted God^ ^^esence 1 have I 
felt ^at Qe iviMiiearl liave I esjoyedrflie uplifting of His 
couolenaaeel ItowhaineltGiiteredinto thefiemicet with 
reyerentiid lomf^! or .slaire^ike ^terror? or traitor-Hke 
indtjGferfjQcet? WiudhsB been;my s|xrit? has it been ihat 
of ^prayer and praiae, of rdoM^ity and attention, of tamest- 
ness jotti ardour I Save I iflmt out jA woildiy tflioughts, 
and iarted ito dniirtuse aH that are teoveoly^ Have I 
Uatonfid ^ 'for etiesiiky i fla^ I prayed as ame suing for 
life ? Havie I eom^ away from tdns engageanent in any 
VRay bettered by it { If it has left no snteet savour, no 
fxrofitsble impression, ^kene lias been the facdt? has it 
been my oim ? "whalt was it, and how came it, and in 
&» &tive Kow fbaU staiecumsnoe be prevented t 

{ntermgatDiries Uke these, frequently put and iaidi^foUy 
answered, will hdp to detect our abeirations from mt 
aaoEioothand :fia& road of duty, )aad wiii thi» incite us to 
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amencl our tr^s, and put away frdni \i& fke evil of oi^* 
doings. Such self^xamihatioh may akb open the eyes of 
not a few to the hoUowness of their riierdy ritual devotion, 
and may constrain them to see that tiheir empty, meaning- 
less, half-hearted observances cannot but be abhorrent in 
the eyes of the Almighty. The man of unimpeacliable 
integrity, spotless honour, and strict morality, may thereby 
learn to recognize his need of conversion ; for when once 
he discerns ho^ far he is from rendering to God the 
'honour that is His due, he need no longer marvel that 
even to such as himself it is said, "Ye must be born again." 

The minute details into which, owing to the practical 
nature of the subject, and the uselessness of dealing with 
it by vague generalities, we have been (Jbnfstrained to 
enter, may strike sotne minds as tinctured with hgaUty. 
No cry is more easily raised than this ; but we should 
well eicatnihe what it means, and how it applies, befoi^e 
we suffer ourselves to be af&ighted or influenced by ft. 
The enforcing of God's righteous claims pertains to the 
gospel as well as to the lalv. There is an ^vani^ical 
obedience required how, as there was once a legal 
otedience ettjoined; and the former must be no le^s 
Tev6rential, no less habitual, no less all-pervading ^ha!n 
was the laitter. 

Firmly, however, would we enter our protest against 
tbe misapprehension that any excellence of worship is ever 
to be looked oinas a ground of standing with acceptsaice ih 
God's sight. The habits we have advocated are unspeak- 
ably important as tneans, butasmeansonly; — -andhnportaht 
as mekns, only to a right eftd. They maiy be conducive 
to our sanctification, but for oiu- justification they will avail 
Bothing. The tnan wfio seeks to work out a right- 
eousness for "himself is fet the furthest possible distAlice 
frdm that state of he^rt which consists with a bne 
teverence fw God'is house. Those who "worfehip 
God in the spirit" are they who "rejoice ih Chifet 
Jesus, and have ho confidence in the ^sh.'^ Tfie 
sanctuaty is thiade known to us as the house of 
pm^er — llie Resort of needy, perishing, hell-deser"* 
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jsinners, who come as penitents, disclaiming all help and 
all hope from themselves, throwing themselves wholly on 
the unmerited mercy of God in Christ Jesus, and seeking 
from Him according to His promise the free and fuU 
forgiveness of their sins. It is the house of reconciliation 
— the meeting-place between the pardoning God and the 
returning prodigal — the meeting-place between the God 
of love and those whom His love has drawn or would 
fain draw to himself. It is the house of teaching, where 
the announcements of gospel -grace are repeated, and the 
invitations of heavenly compassion are sounded forth. It 
is a Bethesda — a, house of mercy, where the sin-sick soul 
hears the enquiry "Wilt thou be made whole?" and 
receives strength and healing from on high. It is the 
soul's Bethlehem — ^the house of bread, where those who 
have long spent their money and their labour for that 
which satisfieth not, may find an abundant supply of 
wine and milk without money and without priee. 

So far from being able to find any ground of self-compla- 
cency in our public approaches to God's throne, or to 
base upon them any hope of self-justification, our utmost 
endeavours to render a spotless worship will only tend 
to endear to us the propitiatory sacrifice offered by our 
Great High Priest, who bears even " the iniquity* of 
the sanctuary" that we "may be accepted before the 
Lord." Well may we admire that wondrous mercy which, 
to the deserved reproofe " Bring no more vain oblations, 
*— the sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away 
with — ^it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting," subjoins 
the offer of a pardon co-extensive with the guilt, " Come 
now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord, though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow, 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool ;" 
-^the mercy which, to the truthfiil charge, " Thou hast 
not honoured me with thy sacrifices, but hast made me to 
serve with thy sins," adds the ineffably gracious declara- 
tion, " I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy trans- 
gressions for mine own sake, and will not remember 
thy sins." How forcible the truth that ■ ' the blo6d of 
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Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin!" Not a single 
exception is made. We might not have felt any astonish- 
ment if the words had been, "From all sins^save those of 
the sabbath and the sanctuary." But God's ways are 
higher than our ways, and His thoughts than our thoughts^ 
He is able — He is willing — to forgive ^ven the transgres- 
sions committed on His own day, and in His own house, 
and in the very acts of worship. Jesus as our Sacrifice 
has borne " the iniquity of the holy things." Jesus as 
our Intercessor stands before the altar, and in His golden 
•censer offers " with much incense " the weak, imperfect, 
Ain-defiled prayers which the saints at their best estate 
present.. To Jesus therefore let us ever come, with 
ishame aad sorrow, but yet with faith and hope. In the 
name of Jesus let us give utterance to the Scriptural 

Eetition, " The good Lord pardon every one that prepareth 
is heart to seek God, the Lord God of his fathers, 
though he be not cleansed according to the purification 
of the sanctuary ;" and then< let us go forth (as did 
Israel of old) to the fiirther sanctifying of ourselv^ 
in holiness, moved to deeper penitence and to more 
strenuous reformation by the mercies we have received ; 
and " havme these promises " of rich grace " let us 
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and of 
the spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." 

The consciousness of present shortcomings in worship 
may also endear to the Christian the heavenly prospect 
of that sanctuary which he hopes one day to enter. He 
loves to view the temple below as a type of the better temple 
abovie, — the services of earth as foretastes of those beyond* 
the sky. If worship here be sweet, how much sweets 
there ! if joyous below, how rapturous yonder ! ^ere we 
worship afar off; there, we shall be within the gates of 
the New Jerusalem. Here, we see through a glass darkly ; 
but there, face to face. Here, " the spirit is willing " 
oft times when " the flesh is weak ;" there, the body once 
"sown in weakness " shall have been "raised in power." 
Here, sorrow frequently mingles with devotion; there 
God shall wipe away "all tears from off all faces,^' 
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'Here, we are waarriors, battling with the world, the 
flesh, and the devil ; there, wfe shall be conquerors, 
waving the palm-branch of victory, shouting the jubilant 
songs of triumph, and casting dciwn our crowns before 
the Great Captain of salvation. Here, our prayer^ 
and praises are marred by wanderings df thought, and 
coldness of heslrt, and impurity of motive ; there, wfe shafl 
be clad in the white robes of unsullied sanctity, we shafl 
be presented faultless before the presence of the divine 
glory, we shall strike our golden harps without one dis^- 
cordant jarring note, and shall offer golden vials filled 
with the choicest odours. In this world, each seasoA 
of privilege passes away Swiftly ; but in ^the w«rld to 
come, " there Shall be no night,''' and time itself shall 
be no more ; 

'** There the assembly ne'er breaks up, 
The sabbBth ne'er shall en^." 

From thfe edrthly sanctuary death must eventually remove 
us, and the place that has here known us wfll xnow tis 
no more ; but to him that overcometh the promise is giveii 
that he shall be made " a pillar in the temple of God t6 
go out no more for ever.*' 

In view, then, of what we are here, and in view oT wha(t 
we hope to be hereafter, shall we not aim and Strive to 
shake off our present sluggishness, and seek to offer a 
purer, nobler worship ? As every Lord's Day brings us 
nearer to eternity, shall we no^ endeavour to left each 
sabbath-service bear more and more the characteristics of 
that better world 1 Thus let us be found week by week 
growing in intensity of devotion, thus week by "week 
ripening for glory ; and then— -come when it rttay — ^the 
last act of worship in this our mortal life shall be the 
. brightest, the holiest, the happiest, the most akin to the 
engagements and enjoyments of that spotless, sorrowles6, 
ceaseless Sabbath of immortality, into which our ransomed 
souls will be ushered, and in which they will unTnteirrup- 
tedly rejoice. 
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May the God of Bethel " keep these things fw ever 
in the imagination of the thoughts of the heart of His 
people." May He write the law of the house upon their 
inmost souls, and cause it to take deep hold on their 
judgment and their affections. May He turn '^ the dis- 
obedient to the wisdom of the just," and cause His courts 
to be filled with true worshippers. And at the last, when 
the Son of Man shall have come in His glory, to 
receive the account of our earthly stewardship, and 
enquire into the trading made with every talent, may 
it be ours — having through grace been made " faithful 
over a few things " — to stand " accepted in the beloved," 
to enter into the joy of#our Lord, and to unite in 
the tribute of universal praise by mingling our voices in 
the chorus of " the new song," — " Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen." 
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APPENDIX, 



Note a, page 1. 

The curious in snicB matters may find accounts of this M8. in Le Roy '9 
Taried works on^he contested authorship of the *'^e Imitatione Christi." 



Note b. page 30. 

It is to be feared that ** the daughtersof Zion" in our day are prone to 
think too much of ** die bravery of tHeir tinkling ornaments, the chains, 
and the bracelets, the bonnets and the headbands, and th& (scent) tablets, 
and the ear-rings, and the rings, and the changeable suits of apparel, aud 
the mantles, and the fine linen, aud the hoods, and the veils." It might 
be well if they would learn- from certain Mussulman doctors who teach 
that worshippers should frequent ttit mosque ** not over-dressed, lest they 
should seem proud and arrogant," but not ill-dressed on the other hand. 
"Neither slovenly nor sumptuous,'^ is their rule, and one that must com- 
mend itself to our judgment. What more we would sagr on the subject 
shall be given in> tiie words of one of the great fiathers of the church. 
After commenting on jewels as intrinsically nothing better than " earth 
and ashes," he adverts to their being profusely worn where most they 
should be laid aside. ** Neither for this cause was the church built that 
thou shouldst display therein these riches, but spiritual riches. But thou, 
as though thou wert entering into a pompous procession, thus deckesv thy- 
self out on every side, imita3ngtbe women on the stage, even so dost thou 
carry about in profusion that ridiculous heap. Therefore, I tell thee, 
thou oomest for mischief- to many, and when the congregation is dismis- 
sed, in their houses, at their tables, one may hear diem the more part 
describing these things. For they have left- off saying, Thus and thus 
said the Prophet and die apostle ; and they describe the costliness of your 
garments, the size of your precious stones, and all the other unseemliness 
of them that wear.'these things." — Chrptostom, Bom, iu Matt, xxiii. 10. 

Note c. page 31. 

The illustration here employed is borrowed from a poem by Whittier, 
which bears so well on our theme, that we transoribe a portion of it : — 

" They sat in silent watchfulness 

The sacred cypress.tree about. 
And from the wrinkled brow of age 

Their failing eyes looked out. 
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" Gray age and sickness waiting: there, 

Through weary night »ind lingering day, 

Grim as the idols at their side, 
And motionless as they. 

" Unheeded in the boughs above. 

The song of Ceylon's birds was sweet ; 

Unseen of them the island's flowers 
Bloom' d brightly at their feet 

"O'er them the tropic night-storm swept, 
The thunder crash' d on rock and, hill, 

The lightning wrapp'd them like a cloud- 
Yet there they waited ftill. 

« What was the world without to them ? 

The Moslem's sunset call — the dance 
Of Ceylon's maids-^-thepasBii^ gleam 
Of battle-flag and lance 2 

"They waited for that falling leaf 

Of which the wandering Jogees sing. 

Which lends once more to wintry ag6 
The greenness of life's Spring. 

" Oh ! if these poor and blinded ones 
In trustful patience wait to feel 

O'er torpid pulse and failing limb 
A youthful freshness steal ; — 

** Shall we vfh^ sit beneath that tree 

^lioae healing leaves of life are shed 

In answer to the breath of prayer 
Upon the waiting head, — 

" Not to restore our failing forms. 

Nor build the spirit's broken shrine, 

But on the fainting soul to shed 
A light and life divine, — 

. *' Shall wie grow weaxy at our watch 
And murmur at the long delay, 
Impatient of oar Father's timfi, 
And His appointed way ? 

" Or shall the stir of outward things 

Allure and claim the Christian's eye. 

When on the heathea watcher's ear 
Their powerless murmurs die ? 

• * • • 

** O thou who in the garden's shade 
Didst wake thy weary ones again 

Who slumber' d in that fearftil hour. 
Forgetful of thy pain, — 

" Bend o'er us now, as over them. 

And set our sleep-bound spirits free^ 

Nor leave us tlurabering in the watch 
Our souls should keep with thee." 
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Note d, page 33. 

Thus Weiss: « Praise waiteth patiently (or silently) for thee." The 
eKftct- renderini^of this Terse has been inuch contested. Oesenius and 
BoseamuUer render the first noun trust, or cw^fidsnce ; but find the word 
so used nowhere else, unless in Psalm lxii* 2. Most critics agree in 
giving it the- i^iport which it radically bears, — ^that c£ silence, Walford 
iu.his Notes unitea.the two significations, ** silent hope and. praise." The 
absence of a copulative in the original has led to further diversity. Luther 
supplies a preposition, and thus renders^ "Man lobet dich in der Stille;" 
and Bosius has.yrritten a dissertation *' De cultu Dei in silentio," illus- 
trating this interpretation, of this verse. by. an allusion to the silent mys. 
teries of th« Egyptians,. Indians, Persians, Greeks, and Romans, as well 
a$.to the ohservajicen which obtained among the Jews, whose Rabbiea 
enjoined a profound. silf>nce at the time when^ incense was. offered, -the 
tinkling of a bell giving signal for the cessation of sacrifice, conversation, 
and noise of all kinds, the priests retiring froni their work and each be- 
taking himself to secret prayer. The. Berlenberger Bible comments as 
follows; — "It is not loud praise that corresponds to God's unbounded 
majesty, but a reverential silence before Him^ sftch as is observed by pious 
souls in expressing tlieir most ardent love." To this class of expositors, 
however, it is aptly objected that the Psalmist evidently does not exclude 
the idea of vocal adoration: hence the silence referred to must be one that 
is coiiAOnant with the audible hynuiing of God's praisei Hengst^iberg, 
and in like, manner Dr. Alexander of New York, translate the two sub- 
stantives by. the equivalent though somewhat awkward compound <* silence- 
praise^" The former of the two words, the German commentator explains 
as dcnotive. of the efiEbct which true adoration of God produces- upon the 
soul in allaying its agitation and quelling its excitement. We adopt this> 
acceptation, and regard the term as explicative of reverential collectedness 
of thought^ though we think it may be safely applied to that which pre- 
cedesand ac«ompames the service of praise as weU as to that which results 
from it. 



Nqtr e, PAGE 38. 

The home-prepsration to which we have referred in an earlier con- 
nexion, will advantageously include a study of- the Lessons by such as 
know what portions of Scripture will be read. Thus the father 
quoted from in a former note :-^*< Take in hand that section of the Gos- 
pels which is to be read among you on the first day of the week ; 

and before the day .arrives, sit down at home and read it through, and often 
carefully consider its contents, and examine all its parts well, and mark 
what is clear, what obscure, what- seenoe to be contradictory and what is 
not really so ; and -when you have in a word tried {diaKfoib^vivavric tried 
as hy ringing) every point, so go to hear it read. For, from £eal like this, 
will be no small gaixu^l^^ChrysMtomt Honk in Jehm, t. 14# 



Nqte f: PAGE 53. 

The attention of Chrysostom's hearers was once, diverted by the kind- 
Img of th^ lamps, when twilight had set in during his di^GOune* But the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S6 AI^ENDIX. 

faithful orator would not suffer the impropriety to pass unreproved.- 
** Arouse yourselves," he 4^id, " lay aside your negligetfce.** We are dfs- 
eoursing to you out of the Scriptures, and you turn off your attention f«>nt 
^8, fixing- your eyes on the lamps and on him who is lighting them. 
What indolence of .spirit is this, that you ^ould disregard it, and be 
thinking about him 1 It is light that I also am> supplying, even that of 
Scripture ; f nd upon our tongue is the burning kimp of instruction. A, 
greater and a brighter light i for it is no wick supplied witli oil that we 
are kindling, as doth yonder man, but souls imbued wiiSi piety we would- 
inflame with the desire to hearken. . ..On no unusuul or wonderful sight 
have you been turning your gaze, but merely on an individual wbo has 
been performing his ordinary task. . . . Give attention, then I beseech you, 
and disregarding the lamp-flame, apply yourselves to- beholding the 
nobler light of holy writ.'^— /Tow. in Genesim, iv, f 3. 



Note ff. page 55^ 

We must be allowed agftin to quote from Chrysostom whose writing*- 
abound with incidental and very practical remarks on the subjeot of this 
Essay, and we will avail ourselves (as in more than one instance we have 
already done) of the elegant translation prepared to our hand in the 
" Library of the Fathers/'' Thus on one occasion he says, "When yott 
depart, while what you have heard is yet warm within you, exhort one 
another ! And just as ye each salute at parting, so let every one go from 
hence with an admonition, and say to his neighbour, Observe and remem* 
her that thou keep the commandment*'— JTom. de Siatuh xii, 6, comp. 
loidf V. 7. '* I know that in this place we become more reverent, and lay 
aside every evil habit. But what is to be desired is not that we be dis. 
ciplined here only, but that we depart, taking this reverence out with us 
where we especidly need it. For those who carry water do not merely 
have their vessels full when near the fountain, and empty them when they 
reach home, but there they set theui down with especial caution, that they 
may not be overturned, and their labour rendered useless." — Jbid, xvi. 
2. " When you go home, therefore, discourse of all these things with those 
who are in your house ; and as many persons often de, when they con^e 
back from a meadow, having plucked there a rose, or a violet, or some 
flower of that kind, they return twisting it about with their fingers ; and 
as some again when they quit the gardens to go home take with them 
branches of trees with their fruit upon them ; and as others, moreover, 
from sumptuous feasts carry away leav.ngs of the entertainment for their 
dependents ; so indeed do thou, departing from hence, Uike the exhort«r 
ation home to thy wife, thy children, and all thy household. For this 
admonition is more profitable thau the meadows, the garden, or the ban- 
queting-table. These roses never wither; these fruits never drop off; 
the^ie dainties n^ver corrupt, &c.'''^ — lUid, vi. 7, comp. H<m. in Joham ». 1. 

Note A. page 64, 

The remarks of Dr. Payson on ministerial ancerity (given, chapter 
ziii. of his memoir, page 227, Bickersteth's Edition,) are well worth the 
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study of all who are set api^rt -w puUic teachers of the sacred oracles. 
We can make room only for a few lines. ** The well-known and often 
quoted maxim of the poet 

— ^'^ Si vis me flere, dolendum est 
Primum ipsi tlbi." 

is, with a slight variation, peculiarly applicable to the ministers of Christ. 
If they wish their hearers to believe and be affected by the truths which 
they deliver, they must firat appear, at least, to believe and be affected by 
those truths themselves. In vain ^1 they declare from pulpit that 'God 
is in this place,* and inculcate the necessity of worshipping Him with 
reverence and godly fear, while their demeanour affords reason to suspect 
that they are themselves totally unconscious of His presence." 



Note ». page 66. 

Thus Jerome i-^** We ought to sing hymns and psalms and to praise 
God rather with the soul than, with the voice. And for this cause it is 
said, "singing and making .melody in ymur heart to the Lord.'* Let 
younff men hear this. — Let those hear it, whose office it is to sing at 
churdi, that to God we must sing, not with the lips, but with the heart. 
It is not for us, after the manner of public performers,- to smooth our 
throat and gullet with sweet medicated drinks, in order liiat in the church 
may be heard theatrical' tunes and songs, but to let our praises be rever- 
ential, earnest, and Scripturallv intelligent. Though a man may be what 
is styled KaK66wvo£ yet if he lives to iGod in good works, he is a sweet 
singer in the divine estimation. Let the follower of Christ so sing, that 
the pleasure given may arise not from the singer's voice, but from the 
sentiments expressed, in order that the evil spirit whereby Saul was pos- 
sessed (1 Sam. xvi.) may be cast out of those who now are similarly 
afflicted, instead of its being caused to enter in by the turning of God*s 
house into a heathenish theatre.'* — (Hieronyni Opp, Edit. Martianay, 
Vol. iv. lib. iii. c. $.) To the same effect, Lowth : " The prophet calls 
the songs [of the worshipping Israelites] a noises like that of an untune- 
ful voice, because ^eir melody not proceeding from a true principle of 
religion, it was not grateful to God." — {Comment on Amot, v. 23.) 



Note k. page 72. 

While meUto and timeo aignify to fear with dread, and are interdis- 
tinguished only by a reference to the distance or the proximity of the 
object which awakens the emotion^ vereor aignijfies ta fear mth reverence. 
Hence "Metuere" applies to slavish, ai^d ** vereri " to filial fear. Thus 
Cicero : "Metuebant eum servi, verebaatur libeii." 

G 
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NOTB I, PAOE 88. 

An interesting and profitable ** Way.book for Worshippers" might, we 
think, be prepared by means of collecting together varied testimonies in 
behalf of reverence for the house of God. Poetry might adorn it, extracts 
being given from our hymnologists and our bards. Campbell and Bums 
might show us how valueless is the <* pompous strain or sacerdotal stole*' 
in the absence of sincerity and love ; Wesley and Watts might rouse us to 
let our souls *' outfly the angel-choir,*' while ''holy zeal duvets our eyes, 
to God's fair temple in the skies." Anecdotes might b^ interwoven by 
way of illustration ; menti«n being made, now of little. Nelly Yanner, 
whose infantile countenance would brighten up with joy» or become 
clouded with sorrow, or acquire a look of wondering thoughtfulness in 
precise harmony with the changes of the preacher's theme ; — ^and then, 
of Lady Colquhoun, who, when finding the extraction of a tooth needfal, 
resolved to have it done on the Saturday, that her worship at church 
might be the more heartily engaged in; now of Sir Matthew Hale, 
whose demeanour at ** the chapel of the rolls*' was noted for its *< gravity 
tempered with sweetness ;*' — and then of Archbishop lidghton, who, when 
bodily infirmity and inclement weather had combined to form sufficient 
excuse for non-attendance, refused to stay away from the house of God 
lest he should seem to <* countenance by example the irreligious practice 
of letting trivial hindrances detain one from public worship. 

Heathenism itself would 'be found giving a faint echo of the truth that 
piety will evince itself in reverence, and ^t suck reverence will not be 
manifested in externals alone ; — the very term tvaipeui being etymdb- 
gically suggestive of the truth that there is no real godliness where there 
is no right worship. If appeal be made to the lawgivers and sages of 
antiquity, we find Lycurgus and Seneca alike declanng " that m^gfaafi. 
cent edifices and costly sacrifices are not so pleasing to tiie gods as the 
true pifty of their worshippers. Mohammedanism would confirm the 
teaching; for the thinkiifg Mussulmans will not ** content themselves," 
says Sale, *'with the mere opus operatum, or imagine their whole religion 
to be placed therein." But most value would there be in marking the 
consentaneousness with which the best men in all ages, and in iHl sections 
of the Christian church, have dwelt on the sincerity, spirituality, nadis. 
tractedness, and fervour, which are characteristics of true reverence in 
worship. There have even been Papist writers who contended for heart ser- 
vice ; and there have been Puritans who frankly avowed that this alone 
can by no means suffice, but that like faith without works it would be 
dead, being idone. 

Fron^ the so-called '' fathers" might be derived many a precious gem. 
TertuUian would point out the infiuence which a right entering into th^ 
business of God's house would have, in restraining men from frequenting 
vain shows in a place whi^h he regards as *<the house of the deviL" 
Cyprian would put the forcible enquiry, *' Quomodo te audiri a Deo pos- 
tulas, cum te ipse non audias V Vis esse Deum memorem tul, cum rogas, 
quando ta ipse memor tui non sis ? Lactantius would demonstrate in 
clearest logic what are the unseen spiritual offerings which we should pre- 
sent to an invisible and spiritual Ood. AthaBAsittB in his Episties would 
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remind ns that '< agun festal meetings " there must be** again holy watch- 
ings " to '' stir up the mind and keep the conscience on its guard to the 
spiritual contemplation of good things." Cyril of Jerusalem would bid 
us look on the one hand at 3ie unseen spectators by whom we are surroun- 
ded, not the angel -hosts alone, but Father, Son, and Spirit; while on the 
other hand we should note " the serpent by the way-side " watching be- 
cause he may "bite," or if not bite, yet "hurt." 

Amid the gathering darkness of the middle ages, our researches would 
be less productive, though not wholly without fruit. Here and there more 
especially among the mystics, and among the precursors of the Reforma- 
tion, we should light upon some evidence that the Baal of superstition had 
not wholly succeeded in establishing itself on the throne of every heart 
Such men as Gerson taught again and again in emphatic terms that body 
and soul must both be rightly ordered in God's service, and that none can 
rightly sing ** the new song " with an unregenerate heart. Of Thomas k 
Kempis it is recorded, that he might always be seen to stand erect in sing- 
ing, without idly leaning for support, and his face meanwhile lit up with 
a glow of hallowed enjoyment, until his brother monks were led to ask if 
he did not relish a psalm as much as they could their daintiest food. Then 
followed Roussell who could write with vigour against those who mutter- 
ed their formal petitions, "sans attention, saveur, etardeur, voire, sans rien 
entendre de ce qu'on diet." Luther rose up and told men that to have 
" few words and many thoughts is christian, but many words and few 
thoughts, heathenish ; " that " external bodily prayer is tiie buzzing of 
the lips, the outward babble which is gone through without attention, and 
which strikes the eyes and ears of men ;*' but uat " prayer in spirit and 
in truth consists in the inward desire, tiie motions, the sighs, which 
issue from the depths of the heart" And after him followed a cloud of 
witnesses that has gone on increasing from year to year. Watson and 
Hav^l, Banyan and Baxter, Owen and Edwards, Clarkson and Annes- 
ley, Guyse and Greenholm, together with Cecil, Scott and Venn, Bishop 
Hall and Robert Hall, Bridge in former days, and Bridges in later — 
Stevenson and Griffiths — ^Winslow and McCheyne — Hamilton and James 
— ^with other names many in number, and high in repute — could be 
succesmvely adduced that they might bring argument to argument, and 
add precept to precept 

But here we must stay our hand. With a quotation from Howels we 
will close. Speaking of the OloHa Patri, he says, " How oftoi have I 
repeated these words like a parrot I If God had dealt with me as I 
deserved, he would have cast me down to hell I What do these words 
import 7 that we are every moment dependent on every person in the 

Trinity for preservation and for every blessing We must approach 

God in the name of Christ ; then we worship Jesus, -we must approach 
God in the name of the Spirit ; tlien we worship the Holy Ghost : — ^we 
must approach God in the Spirit in the name of the Lord Jesus ; then 
we worship God the Father of our Lord anci Saviour Jesus Christ" 
Not till we can enter into the belief of these high and holy truths shall 
we have learned to say from the heart, ** Glort be to the Father^ 

AND TO THE SoM, AND TO THE HOLT GhOST." 
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